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THE HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


hr SKY, LAND, WATER, AND TREES. 

: 1.—The Creation of the World. 

‘Fhe world in which we live had a beginning. Before 
that beginning there was no land nor sea, nor bright 
blue sky. There were no trees nor plants nor flowers. 
There was no person nor thing but God. He always 
was and always will be. 

_In the beginning God made the world, the land, and 
the water; the sun, the moon, and the stars; the birds 
and the fishes and all the creatures of the earth. 
~ Last of all, God made a man and a woman. Adam 
and Eve were their names. They are called our First 
Parents. 

And God is so great and so powerful that He made 


all these out of nothing, by His word alone. In the six 
days of creation He made everything. 


On the seventh day God rested from His work, and 
blessed that day. For this reason the Jews kept it holy, 


FISHES, BIRDS, AND LAND ANIMALS. 


and called it the Sabbath, which means rest from 
labour. But after Our Blessed Lord was crucified by the 
wicked Jews the Apostles chose Sunday, the first day 
of the week, as their day of rest, because on that day 
our Saviour arose from the dead. 

QUESTIONS. 


eae ae 


. How did God make the world? Ne 


1 

2. Why did He bless the seventh day of the week? 

3. Why do we keep the first day of the week holy instead of 
the seventh day? 

4. Who were Adam and Eve? : . 


4A.—The Creation and Fall of the Angels. 


God also created angels. Angels cannot be seen, be- 


cause they are spirits without bodies. They are God's 


messengers, and can travel faster than lightning. They — 
understand things that no man can understand, and 
they can do things that no man can do. | 

At first they were all good and happy. But afterwards 
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THE GREAT BATTLE IN HEAVEN. 


some of them sinned through pride. The leader of 
the bad angels was Lucifer. Then Michael and the 
other good angels fought against the bad angels. God 
made a place of punishment, called Hell, and the bad 
angels were driven into it. Now they are called devils, 
and Lucifer, the chief devil, is now known as Satan. 
The devils hate us and try to get us to sin so that we 
shall go to Hell too. 

God rewarded the good angels by making them happy 
for ever. Some of them are sent to be our Guardian 
Angels. They watch over us and pray for us and keep 
us from harm. 


QUESTIONS. 


What else did God create? 

Why cannot we see angels ? 

What can angels do? 

. "Were all the angels good at first? 
How did some of them become bad? 
What became of the bad angels? 
How did God reward the good angels? 


NP Oe NH 


THE GARDEN OF PARADISE. 


2?.—The Garden of Paradise. 


The home of Adam and Eve was a lovely garden in 
which sweet-smelling flowers and ripe, juicy fruits grew. 
Pretty birds sang in the branches of the trees and 
animals of every kind sported and played together. 
Everything was peaceful and beautiful. 

God told Adam that he and Eve might eat the fruit 
of every tree in the garden, except of one, and that one 


they must not touch. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Where did Adam and Eve live? 
29 What did God tell them that they were not to do? 


3.—The First Sin. 


This was a very little thing to require, and had our 
first parents obeyed God they would have lived for ever 
and would have been happy in this beautiful garden. 
But one day the devil tempted Eve to eat the forbidden 
fruit, and told her that if she ate it she would become 
as wise as God Himself. 
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____ ADAM AND EVE DRIVEN OUT OF THE GARDEN OF PARADISE. 


Eve was foolish and wicked enough to believe this, 


= and in spite of God’s command, she ate the forbidden 


fruit. Then, not satisfied with sinning herself, she 
coaxed Adam to eat the fruit also, and in this way sin 
was brought upon the earth. : 

Almighty God was angry with Adam and Eve for 


disobeying Him. To punish them, He drove them from 


the garden, and condemned them to spend the rest of 


their lives in labour and suffering, until they returned 
_ to the dust out of which they were made. 
_ This terrible curse was to fall not only on them, but 


on all who came after them. But so great is the love 


of God for His creatures, that, even in spite of their 


sin, He promised that He would send a Redeemer to 


Save mankind. 


QUESTIONS. 
How did the devil persuade Eve to eat the forbidden fruit ? 
Why did Adam eat the forbidden fruit ? 
How were Adam and Eve punished ? 
What promise did God make? 


< 
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4.—Cain and Abel. | 

Adam and Eve had many children. The first two were 
called Cain and Abel., Cain was a husbandman ‘or 
farmer, and Abel was a shepherd. They both offered 


gifts to God, and as Abel was a good man, his offerings | | 


pleased God, but those of Cain, who was wicked, 
did not please Him. At this Cain became angry and 
jealous of his brother, and at last hated*him. _ 

One day he asked Abel to go into the fields with him, — 
and while they were there, all alone, the wicked Cain — 
killed his brother. Then God cursed Cain for what he 
had done, and set a mark on him, and he went forth a 
wanderer on the face of the earth. ae 


QUESTIONS. 


What were the names of Adam and Eve’s first two children ? 
Why did Cain hate Abel? : ‘i . 
What did Cain do to Abel? 

How was Cain punished? 


a ete he oe 


5.—The Deluge. 


Mankind was now divided into two classes: the good 
and the wicked. The first were the descendants of the: 
pious Seth, a child given by God to Adam and Eve to_ 
console them for the death of Abel. The wicked were 
those who sprang from the murderer Cain. After a 


while the good and the bad married, and, as generally | * 


happens in such cases, in time all became wicked. 

Then God commanded Noe, who alone remained 
holy, to build a large floating house called an Ark, and 
to go into it with his wife, his three sons and their 
wives, and take with him pairs of every kind of animal. 

When this was done, God sent a flood upon the earth. 
The rain poured from the heavens until the water had 
risen above the top of the highest mountain. Every 
living thing, men, women, and children, beasts, birds, 


po 
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THE DELUGE. 


and reptiles, was drowned, except Noe and all that 
were with him in the Ark. 

For a whole year the Ark floated safely om the waters; 
at the end of which time, it rested on the mountains 
of Armenia. 

After a time Noe wished to see if the waters were 
going down and sent out a raven, but it did not come 
back. Next, he sent out a dove, but she, not finding a 
spot whereon to rest her foot, returned to him. Seven 
days later he sent her out again and she returned with 
an olive branch. 

Then Noe knew that the waters were going and he 
and his family and every living thing that was with 
them came forth. As soon as all were out Noe built an 
altar, and offered up sacrifice to God to thank Him 
for His goodness. 

When you are older you will understand that the Ark 
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was but a type of the Church of God, in which those _ 
who seek shelter are safe. 


QUESTIONS. : “ 
What child did God give Adam and VE to ‘comfort them 
when Abel had been killed ? ie 
How was it that nearly all the people in the eo later ete: 
became wicked? 
Who was good, when nearly every-one was pad? me : 
How was he saved, when all the rest were drowned in the 
Flood ? | 
Why did Noe send out first a raven and then a dove? 


waters 


Le ke sb 


6.—The Tower of Babel. - 
Noe and his three sons, whose names were Sem, — 
Cham, and Japhet, began to cultivate the earth, After — 
a while the number cE people on the earth increased, — 
and it was found that all could not live in the same 
place. Before separating, they agreed to build a city with | 
a tower that would reach to Heaven so that they should 
leave a monument of their name. | 
But God ,punished their pride by changing their 
language so that they could not understand one another. | 
Before this, they all spoke the same language; now there 
was diversity of languages. The city and tower were left _ 
unfinished, and the people scattered, going to different _ ie 
parts of the earth. c 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Why did people begin to build the Tower of Babel? 
2. Why did they not finish it? 


7.—The Call of Abraham. 


When Noe had lived nine hundred and fifty years, he © 
died. Many hundreds. of years after his death, God 
ordered a holy man named Abram, who was afterwards — 
called Abraham, to leave his own country and go into 
the land of Chanaan. And God promised that he should 
be the father of a great people, and that in- him-all 
nations should be blessed. 
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ABRAHAM’S SACRIFICE. 


To try him, God at one time told Abraham to sacri: 
fice his best beloved son, whose name was _Isaac.. 
Abraham hastened to obey, but, just as he was about 

to kill his son, God sent an angel to stop him. 

Abraham lived to the age of one hundred and 
_ seventy-five years, and was always the same pious man, 

ever ready to do the will of God. At his death, his son 
- _Jsaac succeeded him. Isaac had two sons, Esau and 
© >< Jacob. 
ae QUESTIONS. 
; . What did God promise Abraham ? 


1 
2. Why did God tell Abraham to kill his son Isaac? 
3. What were the names of Isaac’s two sons? 


8.—Joseph. 


7 


Jacob was the father of Joseph and of eleven other 
sons. Joseph was so good and so obedient that his father 
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loved him better than any of his brothers. To show his 
love, Jacob gave Joseph a coat of many colours, which 
made his brothers very angry. One day they committed 
a wicked deed, and as Joseph told his father of it, they = 
hated him all the more. | ees 
Some time after, Joseph was sent by his father to the _ 
field where his brothers were feeding their sheep. When 
he reached there, they stripped him of his coat, threw 
him into a pit, and, at last, sold him to some merchants © 
who passed by on their way to Egypt. | ee 
Then the brothers dipped Joseph’s coat in the blood — 
of a kid, and sent it to their father. When the old man - 
saw it, he said, “It is my son’s coat; a wild beast has 
eaten him”; and he wept for his beloved boy. | 
The merchants who bought Joseph, took him to 
Egypt, where by his piety and wisdom he soon becaine 
a very great man and governor of the land. 


QUESTIONS. 
Who was Jacob’s favourite son? | 
Why did Joseph’s brothers hate him? . = 
What did they do to him? | 
Who took Joseph to Egypt? 


09D 


9.—The Famine. 


Nine years after Joseph had been sold, there came a 
terrible famine, and Jacob sent ten of his sons to Egypt 
to buy corn. Benjamin, his youngest son, he kept at 
home, fearing that something would happen to him. _ 

Now Joseph had charge of the corn in Egypt, and 
when his brothers came to him he knew them at once, — 
though they did not know him. He pretended to take 
them for spies, and cast Simeon, one of the eldest, into. 
prison. Then he bade the others go home to their father 
with the corn they had bought, promising to free 
Simeon if they would come back with their youngest 
brother, Benjamin. 
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JOSEPH RIDING IN HIS CHARIOT. 


The brothers felt that God was now punishing them 
for their wickedness, and went off quite sad. When they 
reached home they told everything to their father. At 
first: Jacob refused to let Benjamin go, but when the 
corn was all eaten up, he was obliged to consent. 


QUESTIONS. 
Why did Jacob afterwards send ten of his sons to Egypt? 
Why did he keep Benjamin at home? 
How did Joseph treat his brothers? 
What did Joseph do to get Benjamin sent to Egypt? 


lad tO 


40.—The Cup in Benjamin’s Sack. 


The brothers soon reached Egypt, and were at once 
taken to Joseph’s palace. Joseph wept for joy when he 
saw Benjamin, and blessed the boy. He asked his 
brothers to dine with him, and set them at table in the 
order of their age. The next morning their sacks were 
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filled with corn, and they started for home. They bid: 
not gone far, when a servant came hurrying after them, Nee 
to say that one of them had stolen a silver cup. | ge 
_ To prove that they had not done such a wicked Pe ee 
they went back; but when they were searched, the" 27 
missing cup was found, hidden in Benjamin’s sack: a 
Now Joseph had ordered one of his servants to place Soe 
the cup there, so as to try his brothers. When they saw 
it, they fell at Joseph’s feet, and offered to be his slaves. 
But he told them they might all go home, paces Ben- . - 
jamin, who should be his slave. ose 
At this, Juda, one of the brothers, begged Joseph to. ce 
keep him for a slave, and let Benjamin go, saying that <== 
their dear old father would die of grief if Benjamin 
did not return. | 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Tell the story of the cup in Benjamin’s sack. 
2. Who did Joseph say was to be his slave? 
3. Who offered to take the place of Benjamin? 


seam te 7h makes himself known to his Brothers. 


Joseph knew by this, that his brothers were no longer ¢ : 
the bad men they used to be. All strangers were ordered _ 
to leave the room, and when they were alone, ee 
said: “I am Joseph, your brother. Be not afraid, for God 
sent me to Egypt that you might have food, when you 
needed it.’ te 

Then he embraced Benjamin and his other Gone 
eave them handsome presents, and sent them pone to 
their father. 

As soon as Jacob heard that his balou son was all 
alive, he started for Egypt, taking with him his whole — 
family. Joseph hastened to meet his father, and seeing 
him, fell on his neck, weeping. ‘ 

“Now shall I die with joy,’ said Jacob, “because | 
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THE MEETING OF JACOB AND JOSEPH. 


have seen thy face.” Almost these same words were used, 

seventeen hundred years afterwards, by the holy 

Simeon, when he saw our divine Saviour presented as 
_a babe.in the Temple. 


___ Joseph gave his father and his brothers land on which 
s to feed their flocks, and they became a great nation. ~ 


Seventeen years after his arrival in Egypt Jacob died, 
but Joseph lived to be a hundred and ten years old: 
and saw his great grand-children before his death. 


Joseph’s life was, in many ways, a picture of the life 
of Our Saviour. Joseph was hated by his brothers on 
account of his virtues; Jesus too was hated, Joseph was 
betrayed and sold; so was Jesus. Joseph triumphed in 
the end, and was made governor of Egypt; Jesus was 
_» victorious over death, and is King of Heaven and of 
earth. Joseph saved his brothers from dying by famine; 
Jesus Christ died to save us from the death of sin. 
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QUESTIONS. 
What did Joseph say when he had found out that his © 
brothers were good? 
How many times did Joseph’s brothers go to Egypt? 
Who went with them on their last journey to Egypt? — 
How long did Jacob live in Egypt? ae 
In what ways was Joseph’s life a picture of Our Saviour's? “i 


1a aot as 8 MN 


12.— Moses is Born. 


After the death of Joseph, the Hebrews, who were 
the descendants of Jacob, increased so very fast that the 
King of Egypt was afraid they would become too 
powerful. To prevent this, he ordered that they should - 
do very hard work in the country, and as that might 
not be enough, he commanded that every baby Boy 
should be drowned as soon as he was born. 

About this time, a Hebrew woman had a little boy 
whom she loved dearly..She wished to save her baby 
and so for three months she hid him. When she could 
hide him no longer, she made a basket of rushes which 
she daubed over with slime and pitch, so that the water 
could not enter, and with her heart almost breaking, 
she put her baby in it, and laid'it in the high.reeds, 
along the river’s side. The baby’s sister, whose name 
was Mary, hid near-by to watch. 

Shortly after, the king’s daughter came down to 
bathe, and, seeing the backed sent her servant for it. 
The princess opened it and saw a pretty little boy, and 
her heart was filled with pity for his poor mother. She 
made up her mind to save the child, and bring him up 
as her son. The babe’s sister now ran up to her, and 
asked if she should find a nurse for him; being told to 
do so, she brought his mother. The babe was named 
Moses, which means saved from the water. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Who were the Hebrews? 
'» What did the King of Egypt do to prevent the descendants 
of Jacob from becoming too powerful? 
3 Tell the story of Moses in the bulrushes. 
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FINDING OF MOSES IN THE BULRUSHES. 


13.—Moses’ Flight. 


When Moses was forty years old, he set to work to 
help his countrymen, who were suffering many hard- 
ships. This displeased the king, who ordered Moses to 
be put to death; but he fled from Egypt to Madian, in 
Arabia, where he became a shepherd. 

QUESTIONS. 
ke AS ie the King of Egypt order Moses to be put to death? 


2. To what place did Moses escape? 
3. What work did Moses do in Arabia? 


14.—The Burning Bush. 


One day, while Moses was watching his sheep, God 
appeared to him ina burning bush. Moses was surprised 
to see that the bush did not burn up, and went nearer 
to look at it. God commanded him to stand still and to 
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take off his shoes, as the place was holy. At the voice ° of 
God, Moses fell on his face. | 
Then God told him that he was hoe to. fee the 
Hebrews, and for this he must 20 before the King; but. SS 
as he was slow of speech, his brother Aaron should be = 
spokesman. pS 
; QUESTIONS. 


Tell the story of the burning bush. 

What did God tell Moses? 

Why was Aaron to go with Moses to the King? 
Who was Aaron? 


Pe 


15.—The Plagues of Egypt. 


M oses and Aaron went to the Egyptian King and ae : 
him that God had ordered him to free the ‘Hebrews. : 
The king not only refused to do this, but even gave the 
people harder work than before. Moses and Aaron went _ 
again to the king, who refused a second time to doashe _ 
was told. For not obeying, God sent ten plagues on him = 
and his people. 

At first, the water of the rivers was chances to blood: - 
then, frogs covered the whole country; after that, the 
dust of the earth turned into small insects which _ 
troubled both men and beasts; next came a plague of — 
flies which filled all the houses; and then a disease which _ 
carried off the cattle. The sixth plague was boilson men _ 
and animals; the seventh, a hail-storm which destroyed 
the grain and fruits; the eighth, a plague of locusts. to 2 
eat what the hail had spared; and the ninth, a dreadful = 

darkness for three long days. ee 
Before sending the ant and most tereibie slgue at 
God ordered each Hebrew family to sacrifice a lamb on = | 
the fourteenth day of the month, and to sprinkle the — 
doorposts of each house with its blood; then to roast the | 
lamb and eat its flesh with unleavened bread: all of i 
which was done. : 
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MOSES AND AARON BEFORE PHARAO. 


That night God’s angel visited the houses that were 
not marked with the blood of the lamb and there was 
ereat mourning among the Egyptians; for inevery home 
from that of the king down to the poorest man, the eld: 
est child lay dead. 

- Then the king sent for Moses and Aaron and bade 
them go out of Egypt as fast as they could, before any 


‘more of the Egyptians would die. 


| QUESTIONS. 

1. Why did God send ten plagues on the people of Egypt? 

2. What were the ten plagues? 

3. What did God tell the Hebrews to do before He sent the 
last plague? 

4. Were the Hebrews allowed at last to go out of Egypt? 


16.—The Passage of the Red Sea. 

Moses staited at once with all his people, but they 
had not gone many days, when the king was sorry that 
he let them go, and, taking his army, went in pursuit 
of them. 


20 THE JUNIOR BIBLE HISTORY | 7 


When the Hebrews, who were on the shores of the. 
Red Sea, saw’ the army coming, they thought themselves | 
lost, as there seemed’ no way to escape. But Moses bade _ 
them fear not, and stretching forth his rod over the sea, < 
as God commanded him, the waters divided, rising like aS 
a wall to the right and the left, leaving a dry passage — 
through which the people crossed over to the other side. 

The Egyptians followed, but when Moses again 
stretched his rod over the sea, the waters rolled back 
to their place, and the king with his whole army was 
drowned. | 5 ee 

This passage through the Red Sea is a figure of Holy 
Baptism, by which we are freed from the Slavery of sin. — 


QUESTIONS. 
1. ‘Tell the story of the Hebrews crossing the Red Sea. 


2. Who tried to follow? os 
3. Of what does the crossing of the Red Sea remind us? 


17.—The Quails, the Manna, and the Water in the 
Desert. 


When the Hebrews had crossed the Red Sea they 
came into a desert, and soon their food was all gone. 
They could find nothing to eat; but God in His good- 
ness, sent a number of quails into their camp, and ~ 
caused a fine bread, called manna, to fall from heaven. | 
Later on, when they reached Mount Horeb and had no 
water, God ordered Moses to strike the rock with his — 
rod, and water at once poured forth in great quantity. 

The manna which was sent down to feed the hungry 
Hebrews, or Israelites, as they were also called, was 
a figure of the Most Blessed Sacrament in which our 
Divine Lord gives Himself as food for our souls. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Tell the story of the quails, the manna, and the water in 
the desert. 
2. Of what does the manna remind us? 
3. What other name is given to the Hebrews? 
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MOSES RECEIVES THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 


18.—The Ten Commandments. 


Three months after leaving Egypt, the Israelites came 
to Mount Sinai. Here God called Moses up to the 
mountain, and bade him tell the people that if they 
remained faithful to the Lord, He would continue to 
protect them, and would make them a chosen people. 
God also commanded the people to prepare themselves 
for two whole days, so as to be ready for the third day. 
On the morning of the third day it began to thunder 
and lighten; a thick cloud covered the mountain, and 
the top of Mount Sinai seemed to be on fire. Then 
came the sound of a trumpet that grew louder and 
louder until the people trembled with fear. 


When Moses had led the people to the foot of the 
mountain, God spoke thus: 


strange ted Before me. = 
If. ‘Thou shalt not take the name a the Lord th | 
God in vain. Bes. 
III. “Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath. day 
IV. Honour thy father and thy mother. | 
usa Thou shalt not kill. | 
VI. ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
VII. Thou shalt not steal. | 
VIII. Thou shalt not bear false witness against t 


neighbour. 
IX. ‘Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’ s wife. = 
X. ‘Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s goods 


The Israelites, who were trembling with fear, pro 
ised to do all that God commanded. Afterwards, Mos 
went up to the mountain again, and stayed there for | 
days and forty nights, conversing with God, who gave _ 
him two stone hes on which were written ihe Ten” 
Commandments. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. What happened at Mount Sinai? 
2. What commandments did God give the Israelites? 
3. What happened when Mee went up to the mountain ‘the 
second time? Eis 


19..—The Golden Calf. 


While Moses was staying on the mountain, the people 
began to complain, and going to Aaron, asked him to- 
make them gods like those of the Egyptians. Thinking 
to quiet hem. he told them to bring him the golden” 
ear- rings of their wives and daughters. To his great 
surprise, they. did; so, being afraid to put them off any 
longer, Aaron made a eolden calf of the ear-rings, » and” 
gave it to the people to worship. = 

When Moses came down from the mountain ad 
found the people adoring this idol, dancing about it and 


eating and drinking like pagans, he was so ane that 
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MOSES BREAKS THE TWO TABLES OF STONE. 


# he threw down the stone tablets on which the Com- 
- mandments were written, and they were broken in 
their fall. Taking the Golden Calf, he cast it into the 
fire, and ordered all who continued in idolatry to be 
put to death. Moses then returned once more to the 
mountain and begged God to pardon his people. ‘The 
Lord heard this prayer, and Moses having made two 
stone tablets like the first, God wrote the ‘Ten Com- 
mandments on them. When Moses came down from the 
mountain this time, his face shone so brightly that he 
_ was obliged to wear a veil, for the people dared not 
— look upon him. 


VaR ARS Ss 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Why did Aaron make a golden calf? 
tan Yi What did Moses do when he saw the people dancing round 
ia the golden calf? 
8. What did God do after Moses had asked Him to pardon the 
people? 
4. Why did Moses wear a veil over his face? 


= 
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20.—The Twelve Spies. 


The Israelites stayed a year at Mount Sinai; then 
they began their march to the Promised Land, and— 
when they had reached its borders, Moses sent twelve — 
men to explore the country. After an absence of forty — 
days they returned, bringing with them some of the — 
fruits of the country. Amongst these was an enormous 
bunch of grapes, borne on the shoulders of two men, — 
besides pomegranates and figs. The land, they said, was. 
“flowing with milk and honey,” but its people were — 
giants. , ee 

At this, the Israelites cried out against Moses and = 
Aaron, for bringing them out of Egypt. To punish — 
them, the Lord declared that they should wander for 3 
forty years in the desert; and that not one of them who 
was over twenty-one years of age should ever enter into 
the Promised Land. 


QUESTIONS. ae 


1. When the Israelites came near the Promised Land, what did 
twelve of them do? 

2. What did they find out about the Promised Land? _ 

3. How did God punish the Israelites for calling out against | 
Moses and Aaron? 


21.—The Sin of Moses. 


The last year that the Israelites were in the desert, 
they encamped at a place where there was no water. 
God told Moses to strike a rock with his rod. Mose; 
hesitated for a moment; then struck the rock, and water 
at once gushed forth. For the doubt of God’s power 
God said that Moses should never enter the Promised 
Land: 

QUESTIONS. 


1. What sin did Moses commit? 
2. How was he punished? . 
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THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 


22.—The Brazen Serpent. 


Shortly after, the people again murmured; asking 
why Moses had brought them to a wilderness where 
there was neither food nor water. God heard their 
wicked complaints and sent serpents into their camp, 
whose bite killed a great many. Moses prayed that God 
would have mercy on the people, and the Lord ordered 
him to make a brazen serpent, and to set it up. He did 
so, and all that looked upon it were healed. 

This serpent was a figure of our Saviour nailed to 
the Cross, for as the Israelites who looked upon it were 
cured, so all who with faith look up to Christ are cured 
of the wounds of sin. Think of this, every time you see 


a CTOSS. QUESTIONS. 

l. Why did God send serpents into the Israelites’ camp? 

2. How were some of the people cured after being bitten? 
{Note.—Brazen means made of brass. ] 

3. How does the brazen serpent make us think of Our Saviour? 
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23.—The Death of Moses. 


The time had now come for Moses to die, so he callene 
his people together, reminded them of all that God had 
done for them, ordered them to keep the Command- 


ments, and named Josue as his successor. 


When he had finished speaking he went up to the 
top of Mount Nebo, from which the Lord showed him 
Chanaan, the Promised Land. Full of faith and thanks 


to God for all his favours, Moses died at the age of one 
hundred and twenty years. | 


QUESTIONS. 


1. From what mountain did Moses see Chanaan, the Promised 
Land ? 

2. Tell about the death of Moses. . 

3. When Moses was dead, who took his place as leader? 


24.—The Israelites Enter the Promised Land. 


After the death of Moses, the Lord commanded Josue 


to lead the Israelites across the river Jordan into 


Chanaan. On the banks of the river, the same muracte 
that had taken place at the passage of the Red Sea was 
repeated, for the water rolled back, leaving a dry pass- 
age. When the Israelites had crossed over they encamp- 
ed near Jericho, where they celebrated the feast of the 


Pasch. This feast was kept every year in memory of 


their release from Egypt. Jericho was a large city sur- 
rounded by strong walls. God commanded the Israelites 
to march around the city for seven days. They carried 
with them the Ark of the Covenant, a box made of most 
precious wood covered inside and out with gold, in 
which were kept the two tables of the Law. For the first 
six days they carried the’ Ark one cient. On’ the 
seventh day, after they had gone around seven times, 
they sounded the trumpets of jubilee. At the sound of 
these trumpets and the shouts of the people, the walls 
fell in and the Israelites entered and took the city. 
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THE ISRAELITES BEFORE THE WALL OF JERICHO. 


In time, Josue conquered all tne country, and 
thus, after long wandering, the Israelites settled in the 


Promised Land. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. How did the Israelites get across the river Jordan into 
Chanaan ? 
2. What feast did the Israelites keep when they had crossed 
the Jordan? 
3. Round what city did the Israelites march for seven days? 
4. 
5. 


ANE, 


Describe the Ark of the Covenant. 
What made the walls round Jericho fall down? 


, 25.—The Ingratitude of the Israelites. 


Although Almighty God had been so good to the 
Israelites, and had given them such a beautiful country, | 
they soon forgot all they owed Him, and fell into idol- 
atry. To punish them, the Lord for a while allowed 


_ their enemies to overcome them and make them slaves. 


QUESTION. 
cae © ead did God punish the Israelites for being ungrateful to 
r im? 


bie 
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26.—Samuel. 


When slavery had taught the Israelites sorrow for 


their sins, God sent great men, called judges, to set 


them free-and to rule them. The last of these judges was 
named Samuel. His parents were very pious people, who 
for a long while had no children. They prayed God to 
send them a son, and just as He listened to the prayer 
of Elizabeth, eleven hundred years afterward, so He 
heard their prayer and gave them Samuel. 


When the little boy was three years old, his mother 
took him to Heli the high-priest, and consecrated him 
to God. One night when Samuel was sleeping in the 
temple, the Lord called him. The boy thought it was 
Heli, and ran to him, but the priest said: “I did not 
call thee, my son; go back and sleep.” The call was 
repeated three times, so Samuel knew it was the Lord, 
and cried out, “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.”’ 
Then the Lord told him that He was obliged to punish 
Heli and his two sons; the father, because he was too 
easy with his sons and had not punished them for their 
wickedness, and the sons because they offended Him by 
many sins. Some time after, the sons were killed in 
battle, and when Heli heard the sad news, he fell back- 
ward and broke his neck. 


Samuel succeeded Heli as judge, and ruled wisely and 
well, but when he grew old he appointed his sons judges 
over Israel. ‘he sons were not like their father; they 
did not fear God, and the people became dissatisfied, 
‘and asked for a king. This did not please Samuel, 
because he wished that God alone should be King of 
Israel. But the Lord bade him do as the people wanted, 
so he anointed, as their king, Saul, a beautiful and 
brave youth of the tribe of Benjamin. At first God was 
with Saul, and gave him the victory over his enemies, 
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SAMUEL BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST. 


but he disobeyed God, and was cut off from the throne 


of Israel. 
QUESTIONS. 


What great men freed the Israelites and ruled them? 
Who was the last of the judges? 
Tell the story of Samuel asleep in the temple. 

What happened to Heli and his two sons? 

Why did the people afterwards ask for a king? 
Whom did Samuel anoint as king? 

What happened when Saul disobeyed God? 


NIA of WN 


27.—Davidi 


At the command of God, Samuel went to Bethlehem, 
to the house of Isai, whose youngest son, David, was 
chosen by God to replace Saul. David was in the fields, 
tending his father’s flocks, when Samuel arrived. Samuel 
_sent for him and anointed him. 
As the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul he 
became sad; then he ordered his servants to find some 
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one who could play upon the harp and cheer him with 
its music. One of the servants told him of. David, who 
was a skilful player, so Saul sent for him, and was so 
much pleased with David’s Paya that he made him 
his armour-bearer. | 


QUESTIONS. | aS 
Who was chosen by God to be king instead of Saul? ~ 
Who was David’s father? oe 
Who anointed David as king? 
When Saul was sad, how did David nee him up? 


ghey iene 


28.—David and Goliath. . 


A war broke out between the Israelites and the ~ 
Philistines, their chief enemy, and as the three eldest 
sons of Isai were in the army with Saul, David returned © 
home to his father. When the two armies were drawn = se 
up opposite each other, a terrible giant, named Goliath, _ 
came forth from the Philistine camp, and dared any oF 
the Israelites to fight him hand to hand. Although Saul — 
was a great warrior, he and his entire “army were fright- _ 
ened at this, and none of them dared meet Goliath. 
For forty days the giant repeated his challenge. At the © 
end of that time David came to the camp to see his — 
brothers. He saw Goliath, heard his words and was — 
erieved that no one had the courage to fight him. Going — 
to Saul, David said: “I will fight this Philistine.” At first — 
the king would not let him attempt it, but as David 
insisted, the king gave him a suit of armour and a 
helmet of brass. David was not used to such things, and 
he could not wear them; but, choosing five smooth’ 
stones out of the brook, and taking his ing i in his hand, 
he went forth to meet the giant. 

Goliath seeing this fair young man come out to fight 
him, thought that he would have an easy victory, but 
when they came near to each other, David took one of 
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: GOLIATH SLAIN BY DAVID. 8 


the stones that he carried with him, put it into his 


sling and swung it rapidly round and round. ‘The stone 
flew out and struck the giant on the forehead with such 
force that he fell to the ground. David ran up, drew 
the sword of Goliath from its sheath, and cut off his 
head. 

When the Philistines saw this, they were frightened 
and fled, and the Israelites following killed many of 
them. 

This victory of David over Goliath was a figure of 
Our Saviour’s victory over the devil, for as David con- 
quered Goliath with a staff and five smooth stones, so 
did our Blessed Lord conquer the devil by His Cross. 
and His five wounds. 


After Saul’s death David was chosen King of Israel. 


» “He ruled for forty years, and when he died he left a 


« 


iy 


great kingdom and a great name. 


t 
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QUESTIONS. 


1. Against what people did the Israelites fight? 

2. How did David kill the Philistine giant? : 
3. Explain how David’s victory over Goliath was a figure 
- of Our Saviour’s victory over the devil. 

4. Who became king when Saul died? 


29.—Solomon. 


David was succeeded by his son Solomon, who, at 
first, loved the Lord and walked in his father’s foot- 
steps. One night the Lord appeared to him, and bade — 
him ask whatever he wanted. Solomon asked for wisdom 
to rule over his people with justice. Thé Lord was so 
well pleased with this, that He gave him not only wis- 
dom, but also riches, honour, and a long’ life. 

One day two women came to the king asking him to 
decide a dispute they had. The one said: “I and this 
womanelived together in the same house, and we each 
had a baby boy. One night her child died, and while I 
was asleep she took my boy and placed her dead child 
beside me in the bed. In the morning I saw that the 
child was not mine.” The other woman denied this, 
and: there seemed no way to settle the dispute. 
Then Solomon ordered the living child to be cut in 
two, and half to be given to one woman and half to the 
other. The true mother’s heart could not bear that 
harm should come to her darling boy, and she cried 

“My lord, give her the child, and do not kill it.” 
But the other woman said: “Let it be divided.” Then 
Solomon, pointing to the true mother answered: “Give 
the child to this woman, for she is its mother.’’ And the 


people were astonished at the wisdom of the king. 


Solomon built a temple to Almighty God at Jerusalem. 
It was the grandest and most beautiful the world has 
ever seen. For twenty years Solomon did all that he 
could for the glory of God, but when he grew old he 
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SOLOMON’S WISE JUDGMENT. 


fell into sin and oppressed his people until they became 
_ discontented and rebellious. 


QUESTIONS. 
Who became king after David? 
What gifts did God give Solomon? | 
Tell a story that shows how wise Solomon was. 
What did Solomon build in Jerusalem ? 
How did Solomon fail when he was old? 


OH co bo HH 


30.—The Division of the Kingdom. 


At Solomon’s death the Jewish people divided into 
two kingdoms, Israel and Juda. Jerusalem remained the 
capital of Juda, while Samaria became the capital of 
Israel. The people of Israel soon fell into idolatry, and 
although God did much to save them, both by humb- 

ling and by cheering them, they were so self-willed and 
stubborn, that they would not obey His laws. At last, 
to punish them for their sins, He allowed the Assyrians. 
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a pagan nation, to conquer them and make them slayes ~ 
and in a short time there was nothing left of them as a 
nation. 2 


The people of Juda, too, gave themselves up, for a 
while, to idolatry and sin. To punish them, God allow- 
ed the Babylonians to burn the Temple of Solomon, 
destroy Jerusalem, and, later on, to carry the entire 
people of Juda to Babylon where they were kept as 
prisoners for seventy years. At the end of that time, 
when they were truly sorry for, their sins, God led the 
Jews back to their own country. They at once rebuilt 
Jerusalem and the Temple, and for two hundred years 
lived peacefully and happily. 


From the second century before the en of our 
Saviour the Jews suffered much at the hands of pagan 
nations and from rivalries among themselves. At last the 
Romans, then the greatest nation on the earth, were 
called upon to settle their disputes. Soon the Romans 
with their armies filled the country, seized the govern- 
ment, and made Herod King of the Jews. Thus ended 
the kingdom of Juda. The time had now come for Our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be born into the world to save 
man from sin, and open the gates of Heaven, which 
had been closed by the fall of our first parents. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Into what two kingdoms were the Jewish people (the 
Hebrews) divided after the death of Solomon? 


2. Name the capitals of the two kingdoms. 
3. What nation made slaves of the people of Israel? 


4. What people destroyed Jerusalem and took the people of 
Juda away as prisoners? 


5. How long were the people of Juda away from their own 
country? 


6. What powerful nation a long time afterwards conquered 
the people of Juda? 


Who made Herod the king of the Jews? 
8. Who was now to be born into the world? 
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sh, 


THE HISTORY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


ZACHARY AND THE ANGEL. 


1.—Elizabeth and Mary. 


In the days of King Herod there lived two holy 
women named Elizabeth and Mary, who were cousins. 
Elizabeth was an old woman, and as she had no child- 
ren, she and her husband, who was named Zachary, used 
to(pray to God to give them a child) One day, when 
Zachary was at God's altar in the ‘Temple of. the Lord, 
the angel Gabriel came to him, and said?(“God has 
heard your prayer. He will send you a child, whom you 
must call John; he will do much good to his people, and 
teach them about the Christ to come; he must never 
taste wine, because God will make him strong.’’)Zachary 
was frightened when he heard all this, and said to. the 
angel: “I am an old man, and my wife is old,” and(he 
doubted what God had said to him by the angel. 


( 
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QUESTIONS. 


1. For what did Elizabeth and Zachary pray? | 
2. What message did the Angel Gabriel give to Zachary ? 
3. Did Zachary believe what the angel said? 


2.—Zachary is Punished. 


Now, God was angry with Zachary(for doubting that — 
he could send him a child,)but not very angry, because 
Zachary was a good man; $0 God told the angel to tell 3 
Zachary that he was displeased with him, and would 
make him dumb until the baby John was born. So then 
and there in the temple Zachary was made dumb. When — 
he came out he could not speak to his friends, but made . 
signs to them, so they knew he was dumb, and they said: 
“Something has happened; he has seen some sight—a 
vision.” ) | 

QUESTIONS. 


1. Why did God make Zachary dumb? 
2. What did Zachary’s friends say? 


3.—The Annunciation. 


After six months had passed away, God sent this same 
angel Gabriel to(a town called Nazareth) where the — 
Virgin Mary espoused to a man named Joseph, lived. - 
The angel went to Mary’s house, and when he came 
into the room, he said to her: (‘Hail, full of grace, the 
Lord is with thee; blessed art thou. ameng women.” 
And Mary felt troubled, for she thought,(°This ts a 
strange way of speaking to me.”)Then the angel said to 
her: (‘Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found grace with 
God. Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a Son; and thou shalt call his name Jesus. 
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Most High.”)And Mary said: “How can this be done?” 
And the angel said: “The power ol God will do it.” He 
(told her of her cousin Elizabeth, who, old as she was, 


THE ANNUNCIATION. he 


_ would have a son in three months) Then Mary said: 


_&Behold the hand-maid.of the Lord; be it done to me - 
_ according to thy word.’ And the angel went AD, 


Ee : 

ee . QUESTIONS. 

2 Where did Mary and Joseph live? 

What message did the angel Gabriel give to Mary ? 

What question did Mary ask? 

What answer did the angel give? 

What did the angel tell Mary about her cousin Elizabeth? 
What were Mary’s last words to the angel? 


 — 4.—Mary Visits Elizabeth. 


er. 5 


___ Mary was glad to hear about Elizabeth, ard she went 
in haste to pay her a visit. Elizabeth was very glad to see 
her cousin, and thus saluted Mary: ( Blessed art thou 

_ amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb; 
and why has God done this to me that the Mother of 

_ my Lord should come to me? Thou art blessed, Mary, 
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because thou hast believed; therefore God will do to: 
thee what He has said.” ) Mary then sang a beautiful 

song, the words of which God put into her heart-(‘My 

a soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 

ie in God my Saviour. Because He hath regarded the 
humility of His handmaid; for behold, from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed. Because He that is 
mighty jaath done great things to me, and holy is His 
name.’/ This is a part of the song, which is called thes 

“Magnificat.” ae 

(Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months) and — 

then she returned home. 


. QUESTIONS. 
Whom did Mary. go to visit? 
What did Elizabeth say to Mary? 
Repeat the words of Mary’s beautiful song. 
How long did Mary stay with Elizabeth? 
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5.—John is Born. 


After a time Elizabeth’s little boy was born, and all 
her friends came to see her and wish her joy. When the 
baby was eight days old they had a ceremony called — 
the Circumcision, and they said: “You must call him 
after his father’s name;” but Elizabeth said: “No, call 
him John.” And they were surprised, because none in 
her family were ever called by that name. As Zachary 
was dumb, they made signs to him to know what name 
they should call the boy, and he showed them that he 

wanted something to write on. So they brought him a 
writing-tabie, and he wrote on it only these words: 
“John is his name.” And they were surprised that he 
should know it. As soon as he had written this, God 
rewarded him for his obedience, and his tongue was 

4 loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. The neighbours 

i wondered, and told every one all about what great and 


~~ 
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THE DIVINE INFANT AND ST. JOHN. 


ad 


strange things had been done. And Zachary was told by 
God many things his son John would do when he grew 


up to be a man. 


; QUESTIONS. 
1. What name was given to Elizabeth’s baby? 
2. Who chose this name? | 
3. What reward did Zachary get for his obedience to God? 


G 6.—The Birth of Christ. 


At this time there was a great King in Rome named 
Caesar Augustus, and he wanted to know how many 
people there were in his empire; so he gave orders that 
every one should go to the town of his ancestry to have 
his name written on a list. Joseph and Mary, you know, 
were living at Nazareth; but as that was not the town of 
Joseph’s ancestors, he told Mary to get ready, and come 
with him to the town of Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and family of David. They went from 


40 THE JUNIOR BIBLE HISTORY 


Nazareth to Bethlehem; but when they got there every _ 
inn and every house in the town was full of people, and = 
_ they had no place to sleep in. You may be sure Mary — 
was tired, so Joseph, after looking about, found only a 
stable, to which he brought Mary. Here Mary’s little | 


Son, Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, was born. 


Mary was the best of mothers, and she did all she could 


for her child. She wrapped Him up and put Him in 
the manger—probably because there was straw there, 
and it was warmer than any other place. The-men who 
take care of sheep are called shepherds, and some of 


these men were minding their sheep that night when 
- Jesus was born. All at once an angel came to them 


when they were out in the fields, and all around the 
angel was a bright light from God, so bright that the 
shepherds were ‘afraid. The angel said to them: “Feat 
NOt» bring you good news and great joy, because this 
days. born to you a Saviour, Christ, in the city of 
Baie ‘chem. If you want to seek Him I will tell you how: 
you will find the [pin wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and laid in a manger.” When the angel had said this a 
great number of nibs came and aes with him, and 
they praised God, and in heavenly voices sang a song, 
“Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace to 


men of good will.’ After the song the angels went back — 


into heaven. It must have been a grand, glad 
sight for these poor men to see. The — shep- 
herds thought so, and said to one another: “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem, and let us see this wonder that is 
come to pass, which the Lord has told us by His angel.” 
They left their sheep and went off in great este to 
Bethlehem, and they there found Joseph and Mary, 
and the Babe lying in the manger. They knew then that 
the child was the Saviour, and that what the angel had 


: 
ony 


-PHE HISTORY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 41 


THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 


said was true; so they told every one what they had’seen 
and heard. Mary kept all these things in her heart, and 
did not forget them. Then the shepherds went back to 
mind their sheep, and on their way they praised God. 

_ Eight days after this the child was circumcised and 


his name was called Jesus. 
QUESTIONS. 


5 


1. Who ruled the Roman Empire? 
_ 2, Why had Joseph and Mary to travel from Nazareth to 
- ~~ Bethlehem? 
_ 8 How was it that Joseph and Mary could find no place in 
Bethlehem to sleep in? 
4. Where was Mary’s little Son born? 
5. Why did Mary put Him in the manger? 
_ 6. What were the shepherds doing? 
_ %. What did the angel say to the shepherds? 
8. What did other angels sing? 
9. What did the shepherds say to one another? 
-10. What did they find at Bethlehem? 
“11. What did the shepherds do on their way back to their 


sheep ?, 
12, What was the name given to Mary’s Child? 
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7.—The Prophecy of Simeon. — 
“After farty days Joseph and Mary took Jesus to the _ 
city of Jerusalem, where the great Temple was, “to — | 
present him to the Lord, “and to offer a sacrifice, ae 
cording as it is written in the law of the Lord, “a pairof | 
turtle doves, or two young pigeons.” Now, in Jerusalem | 
there lived a very holy old man whose name was = 
Simeon, and he used to pray to God that he might not 
die until his eyes had seen the Saviour Jesus. So when 
Joseph and Mary brought the Child Jesus into the — 
Temple, a thought from God came into Simeon’s mind, — 
and he said to himself, “I will go to the Temple to-day.” _ 
He went, and there he saw a man and woman with a _ 
Child. and he went to them and took the little Babe — 
from Mary into his own arms. He knew he was righ t, 
and he said: “Now, Lord, I am ready to die, because — 
you have let me see the Saviour Jesus with my eyes.” : 
Mary and Joseph were surprised at all this, and Simeon — 
saW ‘surprise in their faces; so he blessed them, and he 
said to Mary: “This Child is set for the fall and the — 
resurrection of many.” Many will believe in Him and — 
so go to heaven, and many will not believe and so go. 
to hell. Then he told Mary that she would have great 
sorrows, so great that they would pierce her soul like a — 
sword. | = 
QUESTIONS. - = 


1. Tell the story of Simeon in the Temple. 
2. What did Simeon say would happen to Mary? 


8.—The Three Wise Men. “ 

At this time there were three Wise Men who lived = 
in the East, and they went to Jerusalem to the king, — 
whose name was Herod, and they said to him: “Where : 
is He who is born King of the Jews? We have seen His = 
star, and we have come to adore Him.” Herod did not 
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like to hear of any other king but himself. So he sent 
word to all the learned men in Jerusalem. to come to 
him, and he said to them: “Where should Christ be 
born?” And they answered: “In Bethlehem,” because it 
was known, long before, that that was the town where 
Christ was to be born. Herod said to the three Wise 
Men in secret: “Go to Bethlehem, and find out where 
the Child is, that I also may go and adore Him.” They 
went, and found Jesus, with Mary His Mother, and they 
offered Jesus presents of gold and incense and myrrh. 


The three Wise Men were tired, and they went to rest. . 


In their sleep they had a dream, in which God told 
them not to go back to Herod; so they returned another 
way into their own country. 


D QUESTIONS. 


1. Why did the three wise men go to Jerusalem? 
2. What did Herod find out from the learned men in 
Jerusalem? 
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What did Herod say to the three wise men? 
Whom did the wise men find at Bethlehem ? 
What presents did they offer? : 
What did God teli them in a dream? 
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9.—The Flight into Egypt. 

When Joseph went to sleep one night, an angel camé 
to him, and said: “Arise, and take Mary and the Child _ 
into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you to return, for 
Herod has it in his mind to kill Jesus.” Joseph called 
Mary, and told her, and they set out at once for Egypt. 
When Herod found out that the Wise Men didnot 
return he was furious, because he knew they had seen 
the Child, and would not tell him. He was a cruel, 
wicked man, and he told his soldiers to kill all the baby 
boys they could find under two years old. Just fancy 
how those mothers cried when the soldiers went up to 
them, and took the babies from their arms, and out of © 
their beds, and killed them all. Herod hoped that the 
soldiers might find Jesus amongst them, and so kill 
Him. But they did not; and after a time Herod died, 
and Joseph returned, with Jesus and Mary, to Nazareth. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Why did Joseph and Mary take Jesus to Egypt? ~ 
2. What did Herod do because the Wise Men did not go back 
‘ to him? 
3. After Herod was dead, where did Joseph and ey take 
Jesus? } 


10.—The Feast of the Passover. 


In those days there used to be a great feast in the 
Temple at Jerusalem every year, and people from all 
parts of the country used to go to Jerusalem for this 
feast. Joseph and Mary used to go, too, every year. The 
Child Jesus was a beautiful Boy, and growing strong, and 
tall, and more lovely every year. When He was twelve 
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years old Joseph and Mary took Him to Jerusalem for 
one of these feasts, and a great number of their friends 
and relations went, too, and they all stayed there some 
days. On their way home again they missed Jesus; Mary 
thought He was with Joseph, and Joseph thought He 
was with Mary. When they found it was not so, they 
said: “Oh, He is with our relations; but when they 
asked their friends, they said: ““No—we have not seen 
Him.” So Mary and Joseph went back to Jerusalem and 
looked about for Him for three days. At last they went 
into the Temple, and there they found Jesus sitting 
down with a number of learned people about Him. He 
was listening to them aid asking them questions and 
answering theirs in a wise and clever way—so wise that 
all these learned men were surprised. When Mary saw 
Him, she said to Him: “Son, why hast Thou done so 
to us? Thy father ard I have sought Thee with sorrow?” 
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~ Then Jesus answered, and said to them: “How is it that 
you sought Me; did you not know that I must be about 


My Father’s work?” Mary and Joseph could not tell why 
He spoke thus to them, but Mary kept all these words 
in her heart-to think over them. Then Jesus went 
back with them to Nazareth, and was subject to them— 
that is, He obeyed them in all things. 


QUESTIONS. 


55 


Jerusalem ? — 

Tell the story of how Jesus was lost. 

Where was He found? 

What did He say when His mother spoke to Him? 
Then where did Jesus go? 


Shoe Ce bo 


11.—St. John and the Baptism of Christ. 


A good many years had now passed, and John, the 
son of Zachary, who had been living all this time in a 
lonely place—the a ae to God, was told by 
God that now he should tell the people what to do. So 
he left the desert, and came to the river Jordan, the 
same river that rolled back for the Jews hundreds of 
years before. Here John called all the people about him, 
and told them of God: that they should never more be 
wicked. After he had baptized them, he told them such 
holy things, that at last the people said that he must be 


_ the Christ. But John was pained at this, and he told 


them that he was not worthy to untie the shoes of 
Christ. ‘This meant that even as a servant he was not 
worthy to serve Jesus Christ. 


One day Jesus also came to the river Jordan to be 
baptized by John. When John saw Jesus coming, he 
said: “Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him ea. 
taketh away the sins of the world.” After the baptism a 


What great feast was kept up every year in the Temple ae 
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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS. 


wonderful thing took place. The sky opened, and the 
Holy Ghost, in the shape of a dove, flew down to Jesus, 
and a voice was heard by the people saying from 
heaven: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” Jesus at this time was about thirty years old. 


QUESTIONS. 


Where had John, the son of Zachary been living all this 
time ? 

When he left the desert, where did he go? 

What did John say when he saw Jesus? ~~ 

What happened when John had baptized Jesus? 


PON 


12.—The Marriage Feast. 


Jesus loved His Mother Mary very much, and He did 
what she asked Him to do. There was one day a wed- 
ding at a place called Cana, and Jesus and Mary were 
asked to it. At the feast ali the wine was used, for there 
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was not enough, and, when Mary saw this, she told Jesus” 
that there was no wine. Jesus did not want to use His — 


power yet; but He could not deny His Mother, as we 
shall see. He said to Mary: ‘““Woman, what is it to me 
and to thee?’ but Mary knew in her heart that Jesus 
would do what she wanted. So she said to the servant-men 
who were waiting at the table: ““What He tells you to do, 
do it.’” Now, in the room there were six large stone 


jars, with a little water in them, and Jesus, calling to. g 
Him the servants, said to them: “Fill the water-pots 


with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. Then 
Jesus said: “Draw the water out now and take it to the 
chief steward;” and they did; but the man did not 
know, when he had tasted it, where the wine had come 
from, for Jesus had changed the water into wine. And 


the chief steward said: “Our host has kept the best wine 


for the last.” This beginning of miracles Jesus did in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His 
disciples believed in Him. Jesus then went to His own 
city, Nazareth. ; 


QUESTION. 
1. What miracle did Jesus work at Cana? 


13.—The Draught of Fishes. 


Such crowds of people used now to follow Jesus to 
hear Him speak of God, that one day, when He was 


standing near the shore of a lake, they pressed so close — : 


to Him that He had to get away. He called two fisher- 
men who were washing their nets, and He said to one 
_ of them, whose name was Simon: “Draw the boat back 


a little from the land;” and then, sitting in the boat, 


Jesus talked to the people on shore, and taught them 
many things. When He had finished speaking, Jesus 
did a very kind thing for the fisherman. He told the 
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THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF FISHES. 


man to row out into the deep water, and let out his nets 
to catch fish. But Simon said to Him: ‘““We have worked 
all night, Master, and have caught: none; but, still, as 
you tell me, I will let down my net.” And he did so; and 
the net was so full at once of fishes that it was not large 
enough to hold them. So Simon called out to James and 
John, his partners, to come and help him; and they 
filled their boats so full with the fishes that they were 
almost sinking. Peter was surprised at this, and so 
were the others; and when they had brought their 
ships to land, they left them and stayed with Jesus. 
Jesus always chose poor men as his companions, 
and He gave them great honour. In this way, at 
diferent times, He called unto Him His disciples to 
“help Him to teach and preach, and they were called 
Apostles of Jesus. ‘There were twelve of them, and their 
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“f 
names were: Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James, Simon, Jude 
and Judas, | 


QUESTIONS. 
Why did Jesus speak to the people from a boat? 
Whose boat was it? 3 
What miracle did Jesus work for Peter, James, and John? 
Give the names of the twelve apostles. 


9 Ne 


14.—The Sermon on the Mount. 


Jesus was always doing good to the people, curing 


them when sick; and He had a wonderful way of teach- 
ing them by stories to make them know what He meant. 

One day Jesus went up a mountain, and He brought 
His disciples with Him, and a great number of people; 
and He gave them a sermon, and with His own lips 
taught them how to pray. He told them to pray simply, 
and then taught them that prayer you say so often— 
the “Our Father.” 


| | - QUESTION. 
1. What prayer did Jesus teach the people? 


15.—The Man cured of the Palsy. 
After that sermon on the Mount, Jesus told the people 


_that He had the power to forgive sin; and to show that 


He had this power He. worked this miracle: He was 
one day preaching to the learned men in a house in the 
town of Capharnaum, and the house was so full of 


people that no one could get in at the door. There was | 


a poor sick man in the town who had the palsy so that 
he could not walk, so he asked four of his friends to 
carry him on his bed to the house where Jesus was. In 
the East the roofs are flat, so that people can go on the 
roof for air. The crowd being ereat, they could not 
carry the sick man in by the door, but they carried him 
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up on the roof and let him down on his bed, through 
a hole which they made, to Jesus. Jesus was so 
pleased at their faith, and at their trying so hard to see 
Him, that when He saw the sick man, He said: “Son, 
thy sins are forgiven thee; arise, take up thy bed, and 
walk.” At once the man got up quite cured, and thanked 
Jesus, praising God. At this the people wondered, and 
said: ‘“‘We never saw the like.” 


QUESTION. oe 
1. Tell the story of the man who had the palsy. 


7 16.—The Pool at Bethsaida. 


After a time Jesus went to Jerusalem. Now, at 
»jerusalem there was a pond of. water, called the Pool of 
Bethsaida. God used to send, at certain times, an angel 
of His to this pond to stir it up. Many people, the sick, 


and lafhe, and blind, used to stay near this pond to- 
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watch for the angel; for when the angel visited the pond a 
the man who could get first into the water would be _ 
cured, ‘There was one poor man who had been waiting — 
at this pond for thirty-eight years, but he was so sick 
that when he used to try to get into the water after the — 
angel had come, some other man, stronger than he was, — 
would get in first, and so be cured. Jesus heard of this 
sick man, and went to him, and said: “Wilt thou be — 
made whole.” And the sick man said: “Sir, I have no | 
man,, when the water is troubled, to put me into the © 
pond; for whilst I am coming, another goeth down — 
before me.”’ Jesus said to him: “Arise, take up thy bed, _ 
and walk.” And at once the man was made well, and 
he took up his bed and walked. | 


QUESTIONS. Fee 
What did an angel do sometimes at the Pool of Bethsaida? 
What happened after the angel had stirred the water? 


3. Tell the story of the man who waited for thirty-eight years 
to be cured. 


ge 


17.—The Storm at Sea in Galilee. « 
One day Jesus said to His disciples: “Let us go over 
to the other side of the lake.” They had been teaching 
the people near a lake called Genesareth, and He got 
into a little ship with His disciples. After they had been 
out on the water a short time, Jesus, who was tired, went 


to sleep. When He was asleep a storm of wind came 
~ on, and the boat began to fill with water, and they. 


were in danger. The disciples, being afraid, went to 


Jesus and awoke Him, and said: Master, we perish.” 


So Jesus, getting up, told the wind to be quiet and the 


sea also, and it became quite calm. 


: QUESTION. 
1. Tell the story of how Jesus calmed the storm. 
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THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS RAISED TO LIFE. 


18.—The Daughter of Jairus. 


When the ship had recrossed the lake and come to 
the shore, a man named Jairus came to Jesus and went . 
down on his knees before Him saying: “My only little 
girl, just twelve years old, is dying;” and Jesus went with 
the man to his house; but such a crowd pressed around 
Jesus that they could not move easily. A sick woman 
touched the robe of Jesus, and was instantly cured. Just 
as they got near the house of Jairus, a servant came out 
and said to Jairus: “Do not trouble Jesus, for thy 
daughter is dead.’’ Jesus hearing the servant say this, 
said to the girl’s father: “Fear not; believe only, and 
she shall be safe.” When they went into the house—the 
father and mother and Jesus and a few others—they saw 
the little girl lying dead, and they were all in great 
sorrow, and wept bitterly. But Jesus said: “Why do you 
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weep? The maid is not dead, but sleepeth.”” And the 


people laughed at Jesus in scorn, because they knew she | 


was dead. But Jesus, taking her by the hand, cried out, 


saying “Maid, arise.” At once she came to life and SOt + ae 


ap, and Jesus told them to give her something to.eat. 


The parents were very happy and surprised at this won- _ 
der that Our Lord did for them. 


QUESTION. 
1. Tell the story of how Jesus raised Jairus’s daughter to life. 


19.—The Loaves and Fishes. 


Once a great crowd—five thousand and more—followed 
Jesus to a lonely place, far away from a town, to hear 
him preach. It was evening, and no one had anything 
to eat. So the disciples came to Jesus, and said to Him: 
“Send away the people, that they may go to the towns 
and buy food.” But Jesus said to them: “Give them you 
to eat.” And they said: ‘“‘We have no more than five 
loaves and two fishes, unless we go and buy food for all 
the people.” Jesus said: ‘Make them sit down by fifties 
in a company.” And they did so, and made them all sit 
down. And Jesus took the five loaves and the two fishes, 
and He looked up to heaven and blessed them; and He © 
broke the bread and gave it to His disciples to give to | 
the people. And all these five thousand men had so. 
much to eat from the five loaves and two fishes that 


when they had had enough, twelve baskets were filled _ 


with the broken pieces. This was a great wonder, and 
it was done to show us what Jesus does on our altars. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. How many people followed Jesus to a lonely place? 
2. How did He feed them all? 
3. What does this miracle help us to understand? 
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JESUS* WALKS ON. THE SEA. 


20.—Jesus walks on the Sea. 


After this wonder Jesus told His disciples to go im a 
boat across the lake and wait for Him. Jesus liked to 
pray alone, so he sent away all the people and the 
disciples. The disciples waited for Jesus in the boat, and 
a storm came on with the night. Now, Jesus saw the 
boat out in the lake, and He knew they were afraid, 
so He walked out on the sea—He did not swim, but 
walked on the water, just as we walk on land. When 
the disciples saw Jesus coming to them in this strange 
way, they were afraid, and they said to one another: “It 
is a ghost.’”’ But Jesus spoke to them, saying: ‘‘Be of good 
heart: it is I, fear not.” And Peter, who was 1n the boat, 
said: “Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come to Thee upon 
the waters;” and Jesus said: “Come.” Peter, who saw 
how rough the sea was, and how the wind blew, was 
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afraid, but he stepped out of the boat, and when he 
began to sink, he cried out, saying: “Lord, save me.” a 
And at once Jesus put out His hand and took hold of ae 


Peter's saying: “Oh, thou of little faith, why didst 


thou doubt?” They walked together to the boat, and the 3 
wind ceased. The disciples, when they saw this, adored . 
Jesus, and said: “Indeed, thou art the Son of God.” 4 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Where was Jesus while His disciples were in the storm _ 


at sea? eae 
2. How did Jesus go to His disciples? . rae 
3. What happened when Peter tried to walk on the water? 


21.—The Transfiguration. 


Jesus had now taught His disciples many things, and | 
told them of many things that would happen to Him, ~ 
and He made Peter the chief of His apostles. One day 
Jesus took Peter, James and John with Him to a high 
mountain, and when He was there, His face shone as 
the sun and His clothes became white as snow, and two 
good men, Moses and Elias, who had lived long ago, 
were seen talking to Him. When the disciples saw this 
great sight they fell on their faces, and they heard a 
voice from heaven say: “This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased: hear ye Him.” Jesus saw how 
afraid His disciples were, and He went to them and 
touched them, saying: “Arise, and fear not;”’ and, lifting 
up their eyes, they saw no one only Jesus. After this 
Jesus told them that He was to be delivered up to | 
His enemies, and that He would be put to death, but 
that after three days He would rise again. 


QUESTIONS. : 


Who went with Jesus to a high mountain? 

What beautiful change took place there? 

What name is given to this beautiful change? 

What did Jesus tell his disciples after His Transfiguration ? 


cee 


JESUS BLESSING THE LITTLE CHILDREN. 


22.—Jesus the Children’s Friend. 


One day the disciples were talking to Jesus about 
His kingdom, and they wanted to know who would be 
the greatest in His kingdom. There was a little child 
passing at the time, and Jesus called the child to Him 
and said to His disciples: “Amen I say to you, unless 
you be converted” (made good) “and become as little 
children, you shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” Jesus then told them what a bad thing it 
was to teach sin to little children, or to one another, 
and said that it. would be better for any one teaching 
sin to these little ones of His, that a stone should 
have been tied round his neck, and that he should be 
’ Growned in the sea. You see, ‘Jesus loved little children 
who were good, and grown-up people must be good, 
too, and as simple as little children. You must never 
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tell anything wrong fo another, or teach those younger 
than you sins, because you know now what Jesus Says. 
Jesus at this time also told fathers and mothers how they 
should live, and husbands and wives. There were many 
mothers in the crowd, and they had their little children 
with them. When Jesus had done speaking, the mothers 
brought their little children’ to Jesus, that He might 
lay His hands upon them and bless them; but the dis- 
ciples thought it was too much trouble to Jesus, so they 
told the mothers not to bring the children. But Jesus 
was not pleased at this, for He loved little children, and 
He said: ‘Suffer the little children, and forbid them 
not to come to Me, for the kingdom of heaven is for 
such.”” And then Jesus blessed each little child. Little 
children ought to love Jesus very much for this. 


QUESTIONS. 


What did the disciples want to know about Heaven? 
Tell the story of Jesus and the little child. 
Who brought children to Jesus to be blessed? 


What did Jesus say when the disciples told the mothers not 
to bring the children? 


eee 


23.—The Blind Man. 


-When Jesus and His apostles had come to a town 
called Jericho with a number of people, a blind man 
who heard that Jesus was passing, called out to Him, 
saying: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.”’ And 
Jesus stood still, and told them to bring the blind man 
to Him; so the people brought the blind man, and 
Jesus said to him: “What wilt thou that I should do to 
thee?” and the blind man said: ‘Master, that I may see.” 
Then Jesus said to him: “‘Go thy way, thy faith hath 
made thee whole;” and at once he saw, and followed 
Jesus with the other people. 
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ANOINTING THE EYES OF THE BLIND MAN. 


‘At times the people and apostles could not under- 
stand Jesus, and He would then explain what He meant 
by telling them stories. va 


24.—The Good Samaritan. 


Once when Jesus was teaching, a man who was a 
lawyer thought he would tempt Jesus, so he said to 
Him: ‘‘Master, what must I do to possess eternal life.” 
And Jesus said: “What is written in the law?—how 
readest thou?” And the lawyer said: ‘It is written: Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and 
with thy whole soul, and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind: and thy neighbour as thyself.” And Jesus 
Sid: “Thou hast answered right; this do, and thou shalt 
live.” And tHe man said. “Who is my neighbour?” Jesus 
then told him this story: Once there was a man who 
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Was going a journey from Jerusalem to Jericho, anc 
on his way some robbers met him. They tore off all his 
clothes, took his money, and struck him and hurt him, 
so that they left him. like a dead man by the side of — 
the road. After a time, a priest went down the same way, . 
and, seeing him, passed by. In like manner, a Levite, 
when he was near the place and saw him, passed by. But 
at last a Samaritan, being on his journey, came near 
him, and seeing him was moved with pity, and going — 
up to him, bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and — 
wine, and, putting the man on his own mule, brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day hey 
had to go away, but he left money with the owner of the — 
inn, and told him to take care of the man, and that if it — 
was not enough money, he would give him more on his ~ 
return. ‘Then Jesus said to the lawyer: “Which of these . 
three, in thy opinion, was neighbour to him that fell Ss 
among the robbers?” and he answered: “He that showed 
mercy to him.” Then Jesus said to him: “Go, and do ~ 
thou in like manner.” In this story Jesus teaches us who x 
is our neighbour, and that we should do to others what 
we would like them to do to us. If you were hurt or 
sick you would like some one to be kind to you; you — 
-ought then to be always kind to others, to the ugly, 
dirty, and cross, as well as to those you like, because they 
are your neighbours. A neighbour in this sense does not — 


mean only the person who lives next door, but every = 
man, woman, and child. ae 


QUESTIONS. 
What question did the lawyer ask Jesus? 


What did the lawyer Say was written in the law? 
Tell the story of the Good Samaritan. 
What lesson does this story teach? 
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 


25.—We must Forgive to be Forgiven. 


One day Peter asked Jesus how often he should for- 
give his friends if they vexed or hurt him; would it be 
_ often enough if he forgave them seven times? But Jesus 
told him: No, that even if Peter were to forgive them, 
not seven times, but seventy times seven, it was not 
enough; and then Jesus told him a story. Once there 
was a king who had a servant who owed him ten thous- » 
and talents, and the man had no way of paying this 
money. The king sent for him and said: “Pay me the 
money you owe me;” but the man said: “I cannot.” 
Then the king ordered that all this man had and loved 
in the world should be sold in order that he should be 
paid. But the man fell on his knees and begged the king 
to wait and to have patience with him. The king had 
pity on him, and said: ‘“‘Well, never mind: I forgive 
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you, and I will not ask you to pay me the money at all.” 


So the man thanked him and went away. Just as he 
went out of the house he met a fellow servant who owed 


\ 


him one hundred pence, and he caught hold of him by - 


the throat, and said to him in a rough way: ‘“‘Pay me 
what you owe me.” His debtor said: ““Waita little, and I 
will pay you.” But he would not wait, but took him and 
put him in prison till he paid the debt. Some people 
who knew how kind the king had been to this man, 
went and told the king how cruel he had been to his 
fellow servant. The king hearing it was very angry, and 
sent for him. When he had come, the king said to him: 
“You wicked man, I forgave you all your debt because 
you asked it, and you would not show the same mercy 
to your fellow servant.” So he was sent off to prison 
until he had paid all his debt. | 


Jesus told Peter this story to explain to him that we 
must forgive others if we wish the King (God) to forgive 
us. God forgives us very, very often, and yet you some- 
times find it very hard “to make up friends,” and to 


forgive and forget from your hearts when you have a 
little dispute. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Tell the story about the two men who owed money. 
2. To whom did Jesus tell this story? Why? 


26.—The Lost Sheep. 


Once when Jesus was teaching, a‘number of men 
who were sinners came about Him to hear Him, and 
there were present also some men who thought them- 


selves very good. These men complained because Jesus 


spoke to and ate with sinners; so Jesus told these men 
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 


some stories. Once there was a man who owned sheep, 
and he was called a shepherd. He had a hundred sheep 
in a fold, and one day one little lamb got out of the fold 
and was lost. The shepherd left all the other sheep and 
went to look for this lamb. At last he found it, and the 
poor little sheep was tired, so he took it on his shoulders 
and carried it back to the fold. Then the shepherd, 
going home, told his friends he had found the lost sheep, 
and he said to them: ‘‘Rejoice with me, because I have 
found my sheep that was lost.” Jesus told them what 
this story meant: that Heaven was like the sheepfold— 
that the sheep were the good people, and that the lost 
sheep was a wicked person, one who had once been good, 
but had become bad; the Shepherd was God, who loved 
this wicked little lost sheep, and went after it to find it, 
leaving the good sheep behind. And Jesus further said 
that there was more joy in Heaven at one sinner becom- 
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ing good and doing penance, than over ninety-nine good 2 
people who need not penance. | : Peace 


ates, 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Tell the story of the Shepherd and the lost sheep. 
2. What does this story teach us? | 


27.—The Prodigal Son. 


Another story was: That once a man had two sons. 
He was a rich man, had a grand house, and lived in 
great state. But the youngest son thought the house and 
life too quiet: he wanted to go out into the world and 
enjoy himself, and have a good time. One day he came 
to his father, and said: ‘I know you are going to divide 
some money between my elder brother and me; give me 
my share now, and let me go away.” The father was 
pained at this, still he did not refuse his son, but gave 
him his share of money. After a few days this young son 
bade good-bye to his father and brother, and took with 
him all his belongings, and left his father’s house. 
Fle went away to a country a long way off, and there 
led a very bad, wicked life. In a short time he had spent 
all his money, and, you may be quite sure, his friends 
then left him, because he could treat them no more. 
What could he do then? he was in a strange country, 
and he had no money. At last he was truly miserable— 
he was hungry, and had no clothes. One day he went 
to a man and asked him for work; but he looked so poor 
and dirty that the man said: “I can give you no work in 
my house, but you may go to my farm and mind the. 
pigs.’ So he went and minded the pigs, but he got no 
food except what the pigs did not like. This he found 
so hard, and he was so miserable, that he began to 
think of home, and of the servants that his father had; 
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and he said to himself: “How rnany servants in my 
father’s house eat bread, and I am here dying of 
hunger!” So he said: “I will arise and will go to my 
father, and say to him: Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before thee, I am not worthy to be called 
thy*son; make me as one of thy hired servants.” He 
started at once on his journey to his father. The father 
loved his son, and used to look out every evening for 
him, hoping he would come back. One evening he was 
looking out as usual, and he saw, a “great way off,” his 
son, and he went to meet him, and running up to him, 
put his arms round his neck and kissed him. But the son 
fell on his knees and said to him: “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before thee, I am not worthy to be 
that he kissed him again and again, and put fine clothes 
called thy son.” But the father was so glad to see him 
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on him, and told his servants to make a ereat feast, | 
because his son who was lost, and was as one dead, was 
found again. Then they had a great feast, and music 
and dancing. The elder son, who was out at work in a 
field, heard the music, and came to the house to see 
what it all meant. And the servant told him: “Your 
brother has returned and your father has made a great 
feast because he has come back safe.” At this the elder 
brother was very angry, and he would not go into the 
house. His father hearing it came out to him, and tried 
to coax him in; but he would not, and said to his father: 
“I have done all you asked me to do for so many years, 
and have been good, and have not spent your money, 
but you never made a feast for me as you have for my 
brother, who spent all his money, and led a bad life.” 
But the father said to him: ‘‘Son, thou art always with 
me, and all I have is thine; but it was fit that we should 
make merry and be glad, for this thy brother was dead 
and is come to life again, he was lost and is found.” 

This story, too, was told to teach us that God will 
forgive sinners; but we must be sorry as the young 
son was, and confess our sins to the priest, as he did to 
his father; and as he was willing to be a servant in his 
father’s house because of his sins, so we must be humble, 
and willing to suffer for our sins. The good son, ‘you 
see, was doubly rewarded, for the father said, “Son, all 
I have is thine’’—not only his own share, but his father’s 
also. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Why did the Prodigal Son leave home? 
2. What happened to him in a country a long way off? 


3. How did the father treat this son when he at last went 
home? 


What did the son say to the father? 
Why was the elder brother angry? 
6. What does this story teach us? 
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DIVES AND LAZARUS. 


28.—The Rich Man and Lazarus. 


Jesus told this story to his disciples: There lived once 
a very rich man, and he had a fine house and grounds. 
To the gates of this house a poor man, whose name was 
Lazarus, used daily to crawl. He was hungry, and cover- 
ed with sores. He lay there at the gate in hopes the rich 
man would send him some crumbs to eat. But the rich 
man did not. He was dressed in grand clothes, and had 
rich food to eat and plenty of wine to drink, but he 
never sent even a crumb to the poor man he knew to be 
at his gate. This poor man was very ill, and his sores 
were so bad that dogs used to come and lick him. At 
length Lazarus died, and the angels came and carried 
him to the place of rest where Abraham is. The rich 
man died also, ‘“‘but he was buried in hell.’ When he 
was in hell, and burning in pain and torment, he lifted 
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his eyes, and saw this poor man with Abraham. The 
rich man cried out: ‘‘Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, to cool my tongue, for I am burned in 
this flame.” But Abraham said: ‘‘Son, thou didst receive 
good things in the world, food, and wine, and riches, 
and health, but Lazarus had not all these good things. 
He has now his reward and has comfort, and you have 
your reward in misery.”” Abraham told him besides that 
none could go from heaven to hell, or from hell to 
heaven. | 
Jesus had told His disciples many things, but there 
was yet a great deal for them to know. He had made 
Peter head of His disciples, because Peter had strong 


faith, and had said that Jesus was “the Son of the living 


God.” He also told them that soon He would be put to 
a cruel death, and that He should be delivered up into 
the hands of His enemies. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Tell the story of the rich man and Lazarus. 
2. Why did Jesus make Peter head of His disciples ? 


29.—Christ raises Lazarus to Life. 


In a village called Bethania, lived another Lazarus, 
with his two sisters, Martha and Mary. Jesus loved this 
family very much, and often went to visit them. One 
day Martha and Mary sent word to Jesus that Lazarus, 
his friend, was very ill. When the messenger told our 


Lord, Jesus said: “Lazarus is sick only that the glory 


of God and My power may be shown in him.” Jesus 
_ was staying then in the country; and two days after He 
had been told that Lazarus was so ill, He called His 
disciples and said to them: “Lazarus our friend is asleep, 
and we must go to Bethania and wake him up.” But 
His disciples said: “Lord, if he sleep he shall do well.” 
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LAZARUS IS RAISED TO LIFE. 


But Jesus meant that Lazarus was dead. So He said 
to them plainly: “Lazarus is dead, and I am glad for 
your sakes that I was not there, that you may believe: 
but let us go to him.” When they arrived at Bethania, 
Lazarus had been dead four days, and in his grave. In 
those countries people are buried the day they die. 
Martha, when she heard Jesus had come, went to see 
Him, and said to Him: “Lord, if Thou hadst been 
here my brother had not died: but I know that what- 
ever Thou wilt ask of God, He will give it Thee.” Now 
Mary was in the house with friends and many Jews 
who came to mourn with them. Martha went and told 
Mary: “The Master is come and calleth for thee.” 
When Mary heard that Jesus asked for her, she rose 
with haste, left her friends, and went to Jesus. Falling 
down at His feet, she said: “Lord, if Thou 
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hadst been here, my _ brother had not died.” 
Jesus, when He saw her tears, and the Jews 
who had followed her weeping also, was very, 
very sorry for her, and He was full of trouble. He 
asked: ‘““Where have you laid (buried) hime” And they 
said to Him: “Lord, come and see.” “And Jesus wept.” 
The Jews, therefore, said: “Behold, how He loved him.” 
But some of them said: “Could not He that opened the — 
eyes of the man born blind, have caused that this man 
should not die?” Jesus, when He came to the grave, over 
which there was a stone placed, directed them to “take 
away the stone.” Martha, when she heard this, did not 
like to have it moved, and said to Jesus: “Lord, by this 
time he smells, for he is now buried four days.” But 
Jesus told her to have faith, and she would see the — 
power of God. So the stone was rolled away. Jesus then 
gave thanks to God, and cried out with a loud voice: 
“Lazarus, come forth!” At once; just as he was, all 
wrapped in cloths, out came Lazarus from his grave, and 
Jesus told them to untie the cloths. What joy it must 
have been to Martha and Mary, and how glad Jesus 
must have felt to see the joy of these friends! for Jesus 
likes to make people happy. This was, indeed, a great 
wonder, and all those who had seen it went about the 
country and to Jerusalem telling how Lazarus, who was 
four days dead, was brought to life again by Jesus. When 


the Jews and those wicked people who had power in 


Jerusalem heard of it they were jealous of Jesus and 
hated Him. They made up their minds that the first 
chance they had they would kill Him. 


QUESTIONS. 


What three friends of Jesus lived at Bethania? 

Which of them died? 

What did Jesus do when He came to the grave of Lazarus? 
Why did some people then make up their minds to kill 
Jesus ? 
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JESUS ENTERING INTO JERUSALEM. 


30.—Jesus rides into Jerusalem. 


A short time after Lazarus had come to life again, 
Jesus took supper with Lazarus, and Mary, and Martha, 
and the next day He said to His disciples: “It is time 
we went to Jerusalem.” When they had come to Mount 
Olivet, Jesus told two of His disciples to go to the next 
village, and that they would there find tied to a gate 
an ass with its young one, called a colt. No man had 
ridden yet on this colt. Jesus told them: ‘When you find 
this colt, the man you see minding it will ask you what 
you want, and you are to say you want the colt, for the 
Lord hath need of it, and then he will let you take 
them.” And the disciples going, did as Jesus bade them. 
When they brought the colt to Jesus, it had no harness 
or saddle on it, so they spread their clothes over its back, 
and made Jesus sit on it. A very great crowd of people 
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now came, and they cut down boughs of trees, carried 
palm branches in their hands, and strewed their clothes 
and boughs along the way, for Jesus to ride over. They 
shouted and sang “Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord,” and so they entered Jerusalem in 
great joy.. The whole city came out to meet them, and 
they said: ‘““Who is this?” and the people said: “This is 
Jesus.” Jesus went to the Temple, and crowds came 
with Him, and they brought to Him the blind, and 
deaf, and lame, and dumb, and all sick persons, and — 
Jesus cured them, so that they were all glad and filled. 
with joy, even the little children calling out: “Hosanna 
to the Son of David; blessed be the Son of David.” The 
Jewish priests and learned men, hearing the children, 
were angry, and they asked Jesus if He heard what the 
children said. Jesus always loved little children, and 
must have liked their song best of all, for He said: “Yes, 
I hear. Out of the mouths of infants and of sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise.” 


QUESTIONS. 
1. How did Jesus get a colt to ride on? 
2. Tell the story of how Jesus went into Jerusalem riding on 
the colt. 
3. What did the children call out? 


31.—The Widow’s Mite. 


When Jesus was in the Temple, He saw a poor widow 
drop a farthing into the money-box, and Jesus was so 
pleased at her giving the little she had, that He called 
His disciples to Him, and told them that this poor 
woman had given more than all the rich, and her reward 
would be greater, because she gave all she had, and the 
rich only gave what they did not want. 


QUESTION. 
Why was Jesus more pleased with the widow’s gift than 
with all that the rich people had given? 
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THE LAST SUPPER. 


32.—The Paschal Lamb. 


You remember that the Jews had some laws given 
them by God which they kept in great state. One was 
how to celebrate the great feast of the Pasch when they 
killed a lamb and ate a special kind of bread. When 
the time came Jesus told Peter and John to go to the 
city and prepare a room for this feast. Jesus told them 
that in the city they would meet a man carryinga pitcher 
of water on his head and that they were to follow this 
man into any house he entered; that they were to ask 
the owner of that house where was the room for Jesus 
and His disciples to eat the lamb, and he would show 
them a furnished room, all ready. In the evening Jesus 
came to this place with His twelve disciples, and sat 
down with them at the table, and ate what is called the 
Lord’s Last Supper. 
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QUESTIONS. | 
1. What did the Jews eat at the feast of the Pasch? 


2. Turn back to Part I., section 15, and read what each Hebrew _ 


(or Jewish) family was told to do before God sent the last 
Plague. 


3. How did Jesus get a room in which to eat the Paschal 
lamb with His disciples? 


33.—The Washing of the Feet. 


At the Last Supper Jesus got up from the table, 
and tied a towel round Himself, and taking a basin of 
water, washed the feet of His disciples, and dried them 
with the towel. When Jesus came to Peter to wash his 
feet, Peter did not like to let Our Lord do such a 
humble act, and said: ‘Lord, dost Thou wash my feet?” 
and Jesus said, “Yes.” But Peter said to Him: “Thou 
shalt never wash my feet.” And Jesus answered him: 
“If I wash thee not, thou shalt have no part with Me.” 
Rather than this should be the case, Peter said: ‘‘Lord., 
not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.” 


Jesus then told: His disciples why He had washed 
their feet. He said: “You call Me Master and Lord: and 
you say well, for so I am. If then I, being your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an ex- 
ample, that as I have done to you, so you do also.”” This 
was to teach His disciples, and us also, to be humble 
and clean (good) of heart. Jesus knew even while He 
was speaking that there was one of His disciples there 
who was not clean (good) of heart, and his name was 


Judas. 


QUESTION. 
Why did Jesus, at the Last Supper, wash His disciples’ feet ? 
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IS IT I, MASTER? 


34.—The Blessed Sacrament. 


After Jesus had washed His disciples’ feet, and whilst 
they were eating, He said: ““Amen I say to you, that one 
of you is about to betray Me.” The disciples were sorry 
to hear this, and each said: “‘Is it 1, Lord?” And Judas, 
that did betray Him, said: “Is it I, Rabbie’ (Master). 
He saith to him: “Thou hast said it.”” And whilst they 
were at Supper, Jesus took bread, and blessed and 
broke, and gave to His disciples, and said: ‘““Take ye 
and eat, this is My body.” And taking the chalice, He 
gave thanks, and gave to them, saying: “Drink ye all of 
this, for this is My blood.” 

This was the greatest, kindest, and most loving act 
that even God could do. Jesus could do no more than 
this. Never forget these words of Jesus: ‘“This is My 
body,” and “This is My blood.” Jesus, then, at this feast, 
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changed the bread into His body, and the wine into His 
blood. No one can understand this, but when you are 
older you will know a little better. When you go to 
Church, and bend your knee at the altar, you do so 
because you are told ‘“The Blessed Sacrament” is there. 
You know now, how It came there. The Blessed Sacra- 
ment is Jesus. Jesus gave us Himself at that Last Supper; 
and although we cannot see Him as He was then, as'a 
man speaking to His disciples, yet the Blessed Sacra- 
ment is Jesus, and He is there on our altar, hidden in 
that “White Host,” the very same good, kind, loving 
Jesus who was speaking to His disciples at the Last 
Supper. We ought to go often to our churches, to see 
Jesus, and talk to Him; to ask Him for everything we 
want; no little thing is too small, and no big thing is 
foo great to ask Jesus for, and you know He loves little 
children more than He loves grown people. 


QUESTIONS. 


Did Jesus know that Judas was going to give Him up to His 
enemies ? 


What did Jesus Say when He gave the bread to His 
disciples ? 

What did He say when He Save the wine? 

What change was made in the bread and in the wine when 
Jesus said these words? 


Why do people genufiect (bend the knee) before the 
Blessed Sacrament ? 


THE PASSION OF JESUS. 


THE sad time had now come when Jesus was to be 
so cruelly put to death, and for us. We must never forget 
that it was for each of us that Jesus died. 


35.—The Betrayal of Judas, and Peter’s Denial. 


Some days before, Judas, the bad disciple, had gone 
to the Jewish priests and offered to betray Jesus to them. 
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THE APOSTLES’ COMMUNION. 


For this they agreed to give thirty pieces of silver. While 
Our Lord and His disciples were at the Last Supper, 
Judas left the room, to carry out his wicked bargain. 
Jesus now was sad because He knew that the time had 
come for Him to suffer. Jesus told this to His disciples, 
and that soon He must leave them; but Peter said that 
he would never leave Jesus, but would die first. Jesus 
then said to him: “Before this very day is over, and 
before the cock crows, you will deny Me three times— 
you will deny that you knew Me.” 


QUESTIONS. 
uf Why did Judas go away before the Last Supper was over? 
2. How many silver coins did the Jewish priests give Judas? 


3. What did Jesus say to Peter? 
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36.—Jesus in the Garden. P 
Jesus now went to a garden called Gethsemani with a 


His disciples. He was very sad, and He told them not _ 


to follow Him, but to stay where they were for a little, 
as He wished to pray alone. Jesus then went by Himself 
and prayed, saying: “My Father, if it be possible, let this ai 
chalice pass from Me. Nevertheless, not as I will, but ay 
as Thou wilt.” Jesus then went back .to the three — 
disciples nearest Him, but He found them all asleep, — 
and He said to Peter: “What! could you not watch 
one hour with Me. Watch ye and pray that ye 
enter not into temptation. The spirit, indeed, is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” Three times Jesus 
went and prayed and used the same words, and each 
time found the disciples on His return fast asleep. 
Jesus was in such sorrow and trouble in these prayers 
that He was bathed in agony with sweat, which became 
as drops of blood trickling down to the ground, He saw 
all the sins of the world then, yours and mine, and He 
saw, too, that many, even after He had died for them, 
would not love Him, but would sin and grieve Him to 
the very end. He taught us in this agony of prayer how 
Wwe ought to pray to God to be spared a trial, but at the 
same time to say, no matter how much it hurts us, 
“God's will be done.” After these prayers, Jesus went — 
again to the disciples and awoke them, and said: “Rise; @ 
let us go; behold, he is at hand that will betray Me.” 


QUESTIONS. 
1. What prayer did Jesus say in the Garden of Gethsemani? 
2. What did He say when He went back to His disciples the 
first time? 
3. How many times did Jesus go away and pray? 
4. What made Him sweat blood? 
5. What did Jesus say when He went back to His disciples 
the third time? SHES 
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THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN, 


37.—Judas betrays Jesus. 


When they had gone a little way, they, met a great 
crowd of people and soldiers, and Judas was with them. 
Judas had told the soldiers that the man he would kiss 
would be Jesus, and to take that man. So Judas went up 
to Jesus, and said: “Hail, Master,” and kissed Him, and 
Jesus said to him: “Judas dost thou betray the Son of 
Man with a kiss?” The soldiers then went to take Jesus, 
but Peter took out his sword and cut off the ear of one 
of them. Jesus told him to put away his sword, and 
touching the man’s ear, He healed it, and gave Himself 
up quietly to the soldiers. When the disciples saw that 
Jesus was taken they ran away; Peter and John followed 
at a distance. | 


“le QUESTIONS. 
1. Tell the story of how Judas betrayed Jesus. 
2. What did the other disciples do? 
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38.—Jesus before the High Priest. 


The crowd led Jesus to the house of a Priest, named — 
Annas, who asked Jesus many questions, and Jesus 


answered that He had not taught in secret; for saying 4 ; 


this, one of Annas’ servants gave Jesus a blow. 


QUESTION. 
What happened in the house of Annas? 


39.—Peter denies Jesus. 


When Jesus was in the house of Annas, Peter was 


outside in the court-yard of the house, where there was _ 


a fire burning, for it was cold, and about him were many 
people, soldiers and servants. While Peter stood at the 4 
fire very sad, a servant woman came to warm herself _ 
also, and said: ‘“This man was with Him;” but Peter 
said: ““‘Woman, I know Him not.” After a little, a man 
said: “Thou also art one of them.” But Peter said: “Oh, 
man, I am not.’ And again, in an hour, another man 
said: “Of a truth, this man was also with Him.” Then 
Peter again, with many strong words, said: ‘Man, I 
know not what thou sayest.” Just as he spoke the cock 
crew three times. Jesus was then passing through the 
court of Caiphas, the High Priest, to whom Annas had 
sent Him, and He turned and looked at Peter. Peter 
then remembered what Jesus had said, that he would 
deny Him three times before the cock crew, and “‘Peter, 
going out, wept bitterly.” The men that held Jesus 
struck Him cruel blows, jeering at Him, and crying out: 
“Say who it is that has struck you?” but Jesus remained 
silent. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Tell the story of Peter’s first denial, of his second denial, 
and of his third denial. 

2. What happened then as Jesus had foretold? 

8. What made Peter weep? 
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JESUS LOOKS ON PETER. 


- 40.—Caiphas. 


Jesus, when He was before Caiphas, was asked if He 
was ‘“‘the Christ, the Son of the Blessed God?” and Jesus 
answered: “I am.” Caiphas did not believe this, and said 
it was a wicked thing to say, and gave Jesus up into the 
hands of the people, to be taken the next day to the 
ruler, Pilate. 

QUESTIONS. 


1. Before whom was Jesus taken next? 
2. What did Caiphas say and do? 


41.—Pilate. 


Jesus was brought by the people to Pilate, who asked 
what he had done; and when Jesus had answered, he 
said: ‘I find no fault in the man;” but the people only 
cried out all the more that Jesus was a disturber. Now, 
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it was a feast-day, and it was the custom on those days, 


as an act of mercy, to release some man who was im- 
prisoned for his crimes. So Pilate, who wished to make 


peace with the people, and, perhaps, get the release of . 


Jesus, said to them: “There is in prison a man named 
Barabbas, a murderer: shall I release him to you, or shall 
I release Jesus?” The people said, “Let us have Barab- 
bas, and crucify Jesus.” But Pilate said to them: ‘““Why, 
what evil hath He done?” But they cried out the more: 
“Crucify Him.” So Pilate released Barabbas, and gave 
Jesus up to them. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Who was the third person before whom Jesus wags brought ? 
2. What did Pilate Say about Jesus? 
8. Tell the story of Barabbas. 


42.—The Scourging. 


Pilate thought that if he made Jesus suffer, the 
people’s hearts would be touched and he could save 
Him; so he had Jesus scourged. You do not know what 
this word scourged means—it means whipped or flogged. 
But such a painful flogging!—you cannot imagine it. 

QUESTION. 
Why did Pilate order Jesus to be scourged? 


43.—The Crowning with Thorns. 


After that dreadful scourging, the Roman soldiers 
put an old purple dress upon Jesus, a reed in His hand, 
and on His head a crown of thorns. They made Jesus a 
mock king. Coming up to Him, they mocked Him, and 
bending down before Him, said: ‘Hail, King of the 
Jews.” ‘Then they spat at Him, and struck Him, press- 
ing the thorns deep into His head by their blows. How 
it must have hurt Jesus! how He suffered for those 
naughty thoughts we have sometimes! Often when you 


JING WITH THORNS. 


" THE CROW! 


are asked why you have done a naughty thing, you will 
say, “I don’t know; it came into my head.” When these 
things come into your head, think for a moment of the 


crown of thorns on the head of Jesus, and you will 
not do wrong. 


QUESTION. 
Tell the story of the Roman soldiers and the crown of thorns. 


44.—Pilate and the Jews. 


When Pilate saw what a dreadful state Jesus was in 
after all this cruel work, he thought that if he was to 
show Jesus to the people they would have pity; so he 
led Jesus out on a balcony, and said to the peopie: 
“Behold the man!” but they had no pity, and cried out: 
“Crucify Him.” Pilate saw it was of no use to try to 
save Jesus, but he was afraid to lose the favour of the 
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called for a basin, and washed his hands before the 


people, to show that his hands were clean of the death — 


of Jesus. And he said to them: “I am innocent of the 

blood of this just man; look you to it.” And the people 

cried out: “His blood be upon us, and upon our child- 

ren,” Pilate then said Jesus was to die, and gave Him 

up to the Jews. 
QUESTIONS. 


What did Pilate say when he showed Jesus to the people? 
What did the people reply? ; 
What did Pilate mean when he washed his hands before 
the people? ? 
What did he say, and what did they reply? 
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45.—The Journey to Calvary. 


At that time it was the custom to crucify people who 
were ordered to be killed for great crimes. In our 
country we hang people, and in France they cut off their 
heads, but in the country where our Saviour lived they 
crucified, that is, nailed, and tied a person to a cross 
until he died. 

Jesus, then, all weak and torn and bleeding, was led 
out of Pilate’s house by the soldiers, and they made Him 
carry on His shoulders the cross on which He was to die. 
What a sad sight it must have been for Mary, His 
mother, and His disciples and friends to see! Even the 
women and children of the Jews cried for very pity, 
when they saw Jesus bending under the weight of the 
great cross He was carrying. Jesus turned to these poor 
women, and said: “Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
over Me: but weep for yourselves and for your child- 
ren.” The place to which Jesus had to carry His cross 
was Called Calvary. It was where all the bad Jews were 
put to death. With Jesus were two wicked men who 


dos 


people, and said to them: “He is a just man.” Then he © 


JESUS CARRIES HIS CROSS. 


were also going to Calvary to be put to death. Jesus was 
so weak when He was carrying His cross that He fell 
down three times. At last He could carry it no further, 
and the soldiers made a man named Simon, who was 
passing by, help to carry the cross the rest of the way. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. What does “crucify” mean? 
2. Tell the story of Jesus carrying His cross. 


46.—Jesus is nailed to the Cross. 


When they arrived at Calvary, the cross was put on 
the ground, and the soldiers took Jesus and stripped off 
his clothes. Then. Jesus was laid upon the cross, and 
mén came with a hammer and nails. They roughly 
pulled our Saviour’s hand to one side of the cross, and 
drove the large nail through it, fastening it to the cross; 
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they did the same with the other hand. The feet werey. 
then nailed to the hard wood, and so Jesus was fastened — 
to the cross. The nails were large, to bear the weight. © 
What pain it must have been! Fancy each blow of the — 
hammer driving the nail through the flesh! How sick 
Mary must have felt at the dreadful sound of the ham- 
mer! We cannot even imagine the pain of Jesus. We 
would scream and cry out if a pin were put through 
our hand; but Jesus was quite silent. | 


QUESTIONS. 
1. At what place was the cross put on the ground? 
2. What did the soldiers do then? 
3. How was Jesus fastened to the cross? 


47.—On the Cross. 


| Have you seen men put a large stone, or pillar, or 2 
: pole into the ground? They first dig a deep hole, then 4 
: they tie ropes to the pole, and place one end of the 
i pole just by the hole. Then they go a good many feet 4 
off and pull on these ropes. The pole slowly rises up, <@ 
" and goes into the hole with a sudden jerk. That is how 
: the cross on which Jesus was nailed was jerked into the 
c hole. That jerk must have been a terrible agony. The 
wounds in the hands and feet must have been torn 
larger by it, and must have bled mote. At the foot of 
the cross stood Mary and John. You remember that 
Simeon had told Mary, long ago, that a sword of sorrow 
should pierce her heart; and what sorrow could be 
greater than to see a good, tender Son suffer such pain 
at the hands of cruel men? When Jesus was hanging 
there in this cruel state, the Jews mocked Him, saying: 
“He saved others: let Him save Himself, if He be 4 
Christ.” And the soldiers also mocked Him, saying: “If 


# 
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Thou be the King of the Jews, save Thyself;” and they 
wrote on the top of His cross, in scorn, these words: 
“This is the King of the Jews.” That is what the 
“I.N.R.I.” means on the crucifixes you see, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews.” But Jesus still loved and 
prayed for the wicked Jews, saying: “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 


QUESTIONS. 


. Who stood at the foot of the cross when Jesus was on it? 
. What do the letters ‘“I.N.R.I.” mean? 


1 
2 
3. What did the people say to Jesus when He was on the 

cross ? 
4 


. What prayer did Jesus say for them? 


P 48.—The Thieves. 


The two bad men, who were thieves, or robbers, were 
also crucified with Jesus, being put at each side of Him. 
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One of these robbers mocked Jesus, too, saying: “If a 
Thou be Christ, save Thyself and us.” But the other — 
robber said to him in rebuke: “We suffer justly, for we — 
receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath — 
done no evil.” And he said to Jesus: “Lord, remember oe 
me when You come to Your kingdom.” And Jesus said 


to him: “Amen, I say to thee, this day thou shalt be 
with Me in paradise.”’ : 


QUESTIONS. 
Who were crucified with Jesus? 
What did the bad thief say? 
What did the good thief say? 
What did Jesus say in reply? 


PON 


49.—Jesus speaks to Mary. 


When Jesus saw Mary standing with John at the foot 4 


of His cross, He said to Mary: “Woman, behold thy 
son,’ and to John: ‘Behold thy Mother.” And from 
that hour the disciple took her as his own mother. Jesus, 
in saying this, gave Mary to us all as our Mother. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. What did Jesus say to His Mother? To St. John? 
2. Whose spiritual Mother did Mary then become? 


50.—Jesus Dies. 


Jesus had now been hanging in torture on the cross 
for three hours. He was in such pain of body and soul, 
that He called out: ‘““My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me?” He then said: “‘I thirst.” A soldier who 
was near dipped a sponge in vinegar, and putting it on 
a spear, lifted it up to Jesus, who, when He had moisten- 
ed His lips, cried out with a loud voice: “It is con- 
summated,’ and then with a great cry of prayer: 
“Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit,” He 
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JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS. 


bowed His head and died. The soldiers were filled with 
fear, and cried out: ‘Indeed, this was the Son of God’ — 
for the earth trembled, the rocks split, the sun was 
darkened, the graves opened, and the dead arose. The 
people went back to Jerusalem full of fear. Later a 
soldier opened the side of Jesus with a spear, and blood 
and water came out of the wound. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Jesus spoke four times after this. What did He say? 
2. What did the soldier give Him to drink? 
3. What did the soldiers say when He died? 
4. What happened to the earth? to the sun? to the graves? 
5. What did a soldier do to Jesus then? 


we 


51.—Jesus is put in the Tomb. 


Joseph, a rich man, and a ruler, who believed in 
secret in Jesus, went at night to Pilate, and asked leave 
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to take the body of Jesus and bury it. Pilate gave leave, — 
So Joseph and his friends took down the body of Jesus — 
from the cross, and wrapped it in white cloths and sweet | 
spices, and put it in the tomb. The tomb was a new one, — 
and cut in a rock, and had a great stone to close it up, ~ 
Joseph had intended it for his own body when he died. — 
The rulers knew that Jesus had said He would rise again — 
from the dead in three days, so they sent a guard of - 
soldiers to watch the tomb, for they said the disciples 
will steal away the body, and say He has risen, and so 
people will believe. So Pilate put his great seal on the | 
tomb. | : 


a 


QUESTIONS. a 
1. Tell the story of the burial of Jesus. 


2. Why was a guard of soldiers sent to watch the tomb in 
Which the body of Jesus was laid? 


S2.—The Resurrection. | 


The third day had now come. It was the early morn- 
ing, and the soldiers were at watch, when all at once 
the earth shook, and an angel came to the tomb and 
rolled back the stone. Jesus had already risen, all 
glorious and beautiful. His face shone like the sun, 
The soldiers frightened by the earthquake and the 
shining brightness of the angel ran away and told 
ine - rulers. ‘The’: rulers, who © were snk afraid 
that the Jews would believe. gave the soldiers a ~ 
great sum of money, and told them to tell the Jews that | 
the disciples had stolen the body. This the Jews be _ 
lieved. Mary Magdalen and other women came that 
same morning to the tomb with spices. On their way, 
they asked one another how they should roll away the 
large stone from the door of the tomb, to put in their 
spices. But when they arrived they found the stone 4 
removed, and the body of Jesus gone. Mary Magdalen — 
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LESS 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


left at once to tell the Apostles that the body of Jesus 
was gone. The other women looked, into the tomb, for 
they saw a bright light, and there sat an angel, who said 
to them: “Be not afraid: you seek Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified: He is risen; He is not here; behold 
the place where they laid Him. But go tell His disciples 
and Peter, that He goeth before you into Galilee; there 
you shall see Him, as He told you.” But the women ran 
away in a fright, and told no one. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. On what day did Jesus rise from the dead? 
2. What were the soldiers told to say about Jesus? 
3. Tell the story of the holy women at the tomb. 


“ 53.—Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalen. 


Mary Magdalen ran and told Peter and the other 
disciple whom Jesus loved “They have taken away the 
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Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they | 


have laid Him.” Peter and John ran, too, to the tomb, © 
but they could find no body, and returned to their 
homes. Mary stayed at the tomb weeping, and stooping — 
down and looking into the tomb, she saw two angels in 
white, and they said to her: “Woman, why weepest 
thour” She said to them: “Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
Him.” When she turned round she saw a man standing, 
who she thought was the gardener, and she said to 
Him: “Sir, if thou hast taken Him hence, tell me where 
thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away. Jesus 
(for it was Jesus) said to her: “Mary.” She, turning, said 
to Him: “Rabboni” (Master). Jesus then told her to go 4 
and tell His apostles, and say to them: “I ascend to My 
Father and to your Father, to My God and your God;” 
and Mary did as she was told. | 
QUESTIONS. 


1. Tell the story of Peter and John at the tomb. 
2. Tell the story of Mary Magdalen at the tomb. 


@ 
94.—Jesus Appears to His Apostles. 


The apostles were that day in a room, with the door 
closed, afraid of the Jews, when Jesus came in, they 
knew not how, and said to them: “Peace be to you;” 
and when He had said this, He showed them His hands 
and His side; and they were glad to see Him. Thomas, 
who was one of the disciples, was not present when 
Jesus was there, and on his return the other disciples 
said to him: ‘We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them: “Except I shall see in His hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and 
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put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” When 
eight days were passed, the disciples were again in the 
same room, and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, 
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said: 
“Peace be to you.” Then He said to Thomas: “Put in 
thy finger hither, and see My hands; and bring hither 
thy hand and put it into My side; and be not faithless, 
but believing.” Thomas answered, and said to Him: 
“My Lord and my God.” jesus said to him: “Because 


thou hast seen Me, Thomas, thou hast believed; blessed 
are they that have not seen and have believed.” 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Tell the story of the first appearance of Jesus to His 
disciples. . 


2. Tell the story of Thomas. 


3. What did Jesus say to Thomas? 
4. What did Thomas say to Jesus? 
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55.—Peter. 


Jesus came another time to His disciples, and this. 
time He asked Peter three times if he loved Him. And 
Peter each time said to Him: “Yes, Lord, Thou knowest : 
that I love Thee,’ and each time he said it Jesus told — 
him, “Feed My lambs,” and the last time, “Feed My : 
sheep.”’ In these words Jesus meant to show that Peter 
was the chief of the apostles—the lambs were meant to 
show the children of the Church, and the sheep are the 
priests. Since then the Church has always had one to 
succeed Peter, who is called the Pope. We are the 
children (the lambs), and the priests (the sheep) are 
with us. But the Pope (Peter) guides us all, lambs and 
sheep—people and priests. 

QUESTIONS. 


1. What did Jesus say to Peter about sheep and lambs? 
2. What did He mean? | 


56.—The Promise of the Holy Ghost. 


Jesus had often shown Himself to His disciples, and 
on one occasion when He came to them He breathed 
on them, and said to them: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost, 
whose sins you shall forgive they are forgiven them, and 
whose sins’ you shall retain they are retained.” Jesus, 
in saying this, gave power to His apostles, and to His 
priests, to forgive our sins, if we confess them and are 
sorry for them. He taught them many things they had 
not known before. Forty days after Jesus had left the 
tomb and risen from the dead, He came again to the 
disciples, and told them to stay in Jerusalem for some 
days, for He was about to leave them, but would send 
the Holy Ghost to comfort them: 

He also told them to go into the whole world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. 
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QUESTIONS. 


1. What did Jesus say when He gave His apostles ‘power to 
forgive sins? 

-2. How many days was Jesus on earth after He rose from 
the dead? 


3. What promise did He make about the Holy Ghost? 


57.—The Ascension. 


After this Jesus went with His apostles to Mount 
Olivet. There He blessed them, and, as He was blessing 
them, the wonder and power of God were shown. 
Slowly, and in a bright light, Jesus was lifted from the 
eround, and was raised up into the skies—into heaven— 
as they strained their eyes to look after Him. They were 
sorry to see Jesus go from them,*and they remained in 


A 
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THE ASCENSION. 


awe and wonder, looking up where Jesus had gone. At 


last two angels in white garments spoke to the apostles, 


and told them: “This Jesus, whom you have seen ascen- 
ding into heaven, shall come again.” The apostles , 
praised God, and went back into Jerusalem, as our Lord 
had commanded, to wait for the Holy Ghost. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. To what mountain did Jesus go with His apostles? 
2. What happened then? 
3. What did two angels say? 
4. What did the apostles do? 


Py 


ig 


THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY GHOST ON THE APOSTLES. 


1.—How the Church Began. 


For nine days after the Ascension of Jesus into 
Heaven, the apostles and other friends of Jesus and His 
Mother Mary prayed together in Jerusalem, waiting for 
the coming of the Holy Ghost. 


On the tenth day, suddenly there was a sound like 
the rushing of wind, and what looked like tongues of 
fire came and rested on the head of every one of them. 
They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they 
were able to speak languages that they had never learnt. 
This was the first Pentecost Sunday. 


_ When St. Peter preached to a great crowd. He told 
them that Jesus had risen from the dead, that the Holy 
Ghost had come down, and that they ought to be 
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baptized. About 3,000 people believed, and were 
baptized. : 
QUESTIONS. 


For how many days did the apostles pray together? 
What happened on the tenth day? 
Who preached ? 

How many people were baptized? 


Lee i 


2.—How the Church Grew. 


Afterwards many more people were baptized. The - : 


apostles were forbidden to preach, but they replied, “If 
it be just in the sight of God, to hear you rather than 
God, judge ye,” and they kept on preaching. 

As soon as possible, they began to preach to all 
nations. St. Peter went to Rome. He was the first Pope. 


At that time Rome was the chief city in the world, and _ 


1 


many nations were ruled by the Roman Emperor. St. 
Andrew went to the countries near the Black Sea, St. 
Matthew went to Ethiopia, St. Matthias, who took 
the place of Judas, went to Chaldea, St. Thomas 
went to India, St. Bartholomew went to India and 
Armenia, St. Simon went to North Africa and 
Persia, St. Jude went to Arabia and Persia, St. Philip 
went to Asia Minor, St. Paul went to Greece, Asia 
Minor, the Island of Cyprus, and Rome, and St. James 
preached in the Holy Land. The other St. James, the 
brother of St. John, was beheaded by Herod Agrippa. 
All the apostles except St. John were put to death for 
their faith. | 

When the apostles died, their places were taken by 
bishops; and when the other disciples died, their places 
were taken by priests. 

QUESTIONS. 


1. What did the apostles say, when they were told not to 
preach? 

2. Who was the first Pope? 

3. In what places did St. Paul preach? 
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3.—Persecutions Throughout the Roman Empire. 


The Romans, who ruled Palestine and the greater 
part of the world around the Mediterranean, were 
pagans. ‘They worshipped false gods and goddesses, 
and treated their Emperor as a god. For that reason, 
they hated the Christians. St. Peter was tortured 
in Rome, and crucified. He asked that he might be 
crucified with his head downwards, considering that he 
was not worthy to die in the same way as his Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ. 


In the year 70 A.D., the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, 
because some of the Jews had risen up against them. 
After that, the Christians were not persecuted by the 
Jews so much, but they were cruelly persecuted by the 
Romans for about three hundred years. They were 
tortured and killed in different parts of the great Roman 
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Empire. In a great building in Rome eae the 
Coliseum, hundreds of them were torn to pieces by 


wild beasts, while Roman men and women looked « on 19 


and were pleased. 


The Christians in Rome dug long underground pass: a 
ages called catacombs. There, in secret, they buried their | 


dead, and prayed together, and offered the Holy Sacri- 4 


fice of the Mass. To this day, visitors to Rome may go 4 


through those catacombs and see the tombs of the mar- 
tyrs—boys and girls, men and women. 


QUESTIONS. 
What religious beliefs had the Romans? 
How did St. Peter die? 
What happened in the Coliseum? 
What are the catacombs? 


an cs 


4.—Christian Rome. 


When the Emperor Constantine, after 312 A.D., be- 
came a Christian, Rome became Christian. | 

This Emperor, on his way to battle, saw a bright cross 
in the sky, and under it the words, “In this sign thou 

shalt conquer.” At once, he had the sign of Christ put — 
on the banners of his army. He won the battle, and @ 
became a Christian. The persecution of the Christians 
then came to an end. Constantine’s mother, St. Helena, 
was a Christian, but his father was a pagan. Later on, ~ 
Constantine had an old city in what is now called — 
Turkey re-built, named it Constantinople, and made it, — 
instead of Rome, the capital of the Empire. 

But, although the Roman Empire was now supposed 
to be Christian, many people in it were still pagans, and 
some priests taught what was not true. The Arians, 
followers of Arius, were wrong in what they believed 
about the Blessed Trinity. ‘They were condemned by an 
assembly of bishops called the Council of Nicaea, in 
325 A.D., and by St. Athanasius. 


sie 
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There were other so-called Christians who went 
wrong in what they taught. But God raised up good and 


_ clever men who were able to explain the true teaching 


of the Church. One of these great teachers was St. 
Augustine, whose mother, St. Monica, by her prayers, 


saved him from leading a bad life, and had the happi- 


‘ness of seeing him become a holy priest and Bishop of 
Hippo, in the north of Africa. He lived in the fourth 
century. 


Soon the faith spread widely. St. Patrick, who had 


once been a slave in Ireland, went to Ireland as a mis- 


i 


sionary, and the faith that he planted there has never 


died. He lived in the fifth century. Near the end of 
the sixth century, there was another Si. Augustine. He 
was sent:to England. Christianity had been taught there 


before to the Britons, but it had been almost stamped 


out by the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes who went over 
from Europe and settléd in what is now called England. 
Missionaries were sent, too, to the countries of central 
Europe. As long as any of these countries needed priests 
from Rome, priests were sent, but afterwards each coun- 
try had its own priests. ‘This has been the Popes’ plan 
for every country in the world right up to today. 


QUESTIONS. 


Tell the story of Constantine. 

What error was condemned at the Council of Nicaea ? 

re ne century did St. Augustine, the Bishop of Hippo, 
ive? 

Who was his mother? 

Who took the faith to Ireland? 

Who went as a missionary to England? 


AiO Ne go 


- 5.—How the Roman Empire Broke Up. 


When Constantine died, the Empire was divided into 
two parts—the Eastern and the Western. 
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Half-civilized tribes, called by the Romans barbarians, 
spread over the Western Empire. They were all pagans— 
Huns from Asia, and Vandals and Goths from the north, 
Wherever they went, they killed and destroyed. ‘Then 
they settled in the places that they had taken. In the year 
476 A.D., the Emperor resigned, and the Western 
Empire came to an end. : 


But gradually the barbarians became Christians, and 
out of the ruins of the Roman Empire rose the nations 
of Europe. He 


The work of building up these nations was greatly 
helped by the monks. They taught the people to copy 
Christ in all that they did, and especially to be kind to 
everyone. They wrote.books, and copied them out by 
hand, painted pictures, and taught the people to read. 
They cut down forests, drained marshes, grew crops, 
and showed people how to build better houses. Being 
priests and brothers, they lived in monasteries, and spent 
all their spare time in prayer. They made the three 
vows of poverty, obedience, and chastity. This way of 
living was first begun in Egypt. It was begun in Italy 
by St. Benedict, the founder of the Benedictines, an 
order which still exists. St. Benedict lived from 480 A.D. 
tO" D4 Semel): 
QUESTIONS. 


1. What tribes destroyed the Western Empire ? 
2. How did the monks live? 
3. Who founded the Benedictine Order? 


6.—Charles the Great. 


Charles the Great or Charlemagne was the king of 
the Franks, tribes who lived along the river Rhine. He 
was big and strong, and conquered many other tribes. 
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He wanted to raise up the old Roman Empire again 


and be at the head of it. 


In the year 800 A.D., Pope Leo III. crowned him 
Emperor of the Romans, and the Empire was called The 
Holy Roman Empire. Charles the Great was the head of - 
all the nations that made up the Empire, just as the 
Pope was the head of the Church. He made all his 
people Christian, and had schools built in many places. 
He worked hard to make everyone good and happy. 


When he died, the Empire was divided. One of his 
sons ruled France, and another ruled Germany. 

Later on, the rulers of Germany called themselves 
Emperors, and called the places they ruled over The 


Holy Roman Empire. 
QUESTIONS. 
1. Who crowned Charles the Great? 
2. “Over what Empire did Charles the Great rule? 


7.—Mohammed. 


Besides fighting to bring the nations of Western 
Europe all into one Empire, Charles the Great made 
war on the Saracens in Spain. 


The Saracens were people from Arabia who had made 
themselves masters of the Holy Land and the north of 
Africa and had spread into Spain. The Spaniards called 
them Moors. 


They took their religion from Mohammed. The 
religion taught by Mohammed is still the religion of 
many people in Arabia and other parts of Asia and some 
parts of Africa. It is called Mohammedanism or Islam. 
Mohammedans are sometimes called Moslems. 

» Mohammed claimed to be the prophet of the one true 


God. True and false were mixed together in his new 
religion. His followers fought the Christians whenever 


- driven out for many centuries. 
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they could. After the death of Mohammed in 1 632 A. D. 


holy places dear to all Christians. ce 
In 711 A.D., they entered Spain. They were not 


QUESTIONS. 
Where did Mohammedanism begin? 
What did Mohammed claim to be? 
What holy places did the Mohammedans take? 


What other names have been given to the followers of : 
Mohammed ? : 


8.—The Crusades, 


When Christians made visits to the Holy Land to 
see the places made holy by the life and death of Christ, 
they were shocked to find to what uses these places had 
been put. 


At last, the Pope asked Peter the Hermit, a French — 
monk, to call on kings and people in every Christian - 
land to make war on the Saracens and take the holy 
places from them. 


Peter the Hermit preached the First Crusade in | 
France, Germany, and Italy, and gathered an army of a 
hundreds of thousands. Each soldier wore a.cross, and 
vowed to fight against the enemies of Christianity. The 
Crusaders took Jerusalem, but it was afterwards con- — 
quered again by the Saracens. . 


There were seven Crusades altogether spread over 
about two hundred years. In the end, there were quar- 
rels among the Christians, and the Crusades seemed to 
have failed. But some good came out of them. The 
Crusaders kept the Mohammedans from conquering — 
many places, and they learnt a good deal about medicine : 
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and other things while they were in the east. Also, the 
Crusaders knew that they were fighting in a good cause. 

After the Crusades had come to an end in the thir- 
teenth century, the holy places remained in possession 
of the Turks. They were taken at last, in 1917, by a 
British army, in which there were a great many 
Australians. 


QUESTIONS. 
Who preached the first Crusade? 
How many Crusades were there? 
What did the Crusaders try to do? 
In what century did the Crusades end? 
What good came out of the Crusades? 


. 
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9.—The Middle Ages. 


“ The Crusades took place in the Middle Ages, when 
the nations of Europe all had the same Faith and all 
_ wanted to show their love of God. 
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Grand cathedrals were built during these ages, the — 

most beautiful hymns were composed, poems were 

written, and pictures were painted, all to praise God. 
This was a time, too, when great work was done in 


monasteries and convents for the sick and poor. Rich 4 


people gave the money that was needed for schools, 
and education was free. The Carmelite order was found- 
ed in the twelfth century; and the Franciscan and 
Dominican orders were founded in the thirteenth 
century. te a 
_ But, in Italy, quarrels arose between powerful famil- 
ies, and Rome was no longer the chief city in the world. 
Then the French and the Italians did not agree in 
matters concerning the Pope. The Pope was persuaded 
to leave Rome and live at Avignon, in France. Seven 
popes, one after the other, lived at Avignon; but, in 
1377, the Pope went back to Rome. When he died, the 
cardinals elected a new pope, but afterwards elected 
another pope. People then were puzzled. They did not 
know which was the real pope. This sad state of affairs 
is called The Great Schism of the West. The Schism 
(or split) came to an end in 1417. Since then, there has 
not been any doubt about who is the rightful pope. 


QUESTIONS. 
What great works were done in the Middle Ages? 
What did the French and Italians quarrel about ? 
In what French town did the popes live for some time? 
What name is given to the split in the Church when there 
seemed to be two popes? 


Pie Se. 


10.—The Renaissance. 


In 1453, the Turks conquered Constantinople, the. 
| capital of the Eastern Empire. With that event, we may 
say, the Middle Ages came to an end, and modern times 
began. 


THE GROWTH OF THE CHURCH — 107 


ST. PETER’S ROME. 


Another event of great importance was the discovery 
of America by Christopher Columbus, in 1492. 


New thoughts now filled men’s minds. People in the 
west of Europe learnt to read and enjoy the writings and 
the art of the Greeks and Romans of old. They got new 
ideas from them. This interest in old writings and works 
of art is called the Renazssance. 


Also, sailors’ stories of newly discovered lands made 
people eager to travel and find out things. 


Printing was invented, and this saved the time and 
trouble of copying by hand. 


This was a time when there was a great love of study. 
But, through reading about the false gods and goddesses 
of the old pagan days, many people lost their faith in 
the one true God, and led bad lives. Many others, how- 
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ever, studied the writings of the early f fathers of the — 
Church, and became saints. as 


| QUESTIONS. Senay te eo ae ee nt 
What happened in 1453? AALS RE PA cet 

~ What happened in 1492? a BAR - a 
What was the Renaissance? nae 
What harm came through reading abate the beliefs” of 
pagans? Soa 
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11.—Protestants. — 


The first Protestants were so called because they 


protested against some of the laws of the Church. They ¢ | 


refused to obey the Pope. They also refused to believe 


some of the things that the Catholic Church believes : a | 


and teaches. They called themselves Reformers, atid 
protestants today call the change that was then made 
in religion The Reformation. But catholics call it The 
Protestant Revolt. : 


It began in Germany, where Martin Luther broke 
away from the Catholic Church and started the Luther- 
an Church, in the early part of the sixteenth century. = 


It spread to England, where King Henry VIII. wanted 
to get a divorce fr om his wife and marry some one else. 
* When he could not get his wish, he persuaded some of 
the English people to make him Head of the Church 
of England. 


In Switzerland, also, some of the people left the 
Church, and began a new religion, the Presbyterian. 

_ The Presbyterian religion was taught to the people in 
Scotland by John Knox. 

In France, most of the people remained Catholics, 
but some became protestants, and were called Huguen- 
ols. Baas: 

Denmark, Sweden, and Norway also became protest- 
ant countries, because protestantism suited their rulers. 
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THE MASSACRE AT WEXFORD CROSS, SEPTEMBER, 1649. 


In all these countries, however, there were people 
who kept the old Faith in spite of persecutions. And in 
some countries the people all remained Catholics. Ire- 
land, Belgium, Italy, France, Hungary, part of Germany, 


Spain, Austria and Poland would have nothing to do 
with new religions. 


The new religions made no difference to Greece or 
Russia either, for these countries belonged to what is 
called the Greek Orthodox Church, which is really a 
part of the Church which has unfortunately been separ- 
ated from the rest of the Church and does not look up 
to the Pope as its Head. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. How did Protestants get their name? 
2. What was the Protestant Revolt? 
3. What name was given to it by protestants? 
4. In whose reign did the Church of England begin? 
5. Name some countries that remained true to the old Faith. 
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12.—Persecutions. 


The changes in religion were not made peacefully. 


Terrible things were done in the name of Jesus, Who 4 


had died to save the world. 


In England, King Henry VIII. put numbers of people 
to death because they still considered the Pope the Head 
of the Church. Among them was St. Thomas More, a 
man of great learning and piety, who held a high posi- 
tion in the State. Monasteries were taken from the 
monks, and convents from the huns, and altars were 


broken up. 
When Henry VIII. died, the boy king Edward VI. 


reigned for a short time. Then his sister Mary became | 


queen. She tried to put down protestantism, but she was 
as severe \o protestants as they were to catholics. 


Then came Queen Elizabeth, Mary’s step-sister. 
While she reigned, catholics were persecuted more 
cruelly than ever, Many were tortured and killed. Laws 
were passed against all catholics; and catholics were not 
free to practise their religion without suffering for it 
in some way, till the year 1829, when the chief English 
laws against catholics were done away with. 


These laws against catholics were in force in Scotland 
and Ireland, as well as in England. The people of 
Ireland rose up to fight for their religion, but were 
beaten every time. Cromwell, the ruler of England, sent 
armies against them. In his time, thousands of Irish 
were executed, and thousands were sent to work as 
slaves in the West Indies. Later on, in the seventeenth 


and eighteenth centuries, the Irish were stil] treated — 


badly. They were forbidden to send their children to 


catholic schools, their land and houses were taken from — 


_ 
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them, and when they were starving they were given no 
help. Still they were true to the Faith they had received 
from St. Patrick so many centuries before. 


The story of the Church in other countries ruled by 
protestants is much the same, but the persecutions were 
more violent in-some countries than in others. 


QUESTIONS. 


Why was St. Thomas More executed? 

What happened to the monasteries and convents? 

When did the English laws against Catholics come to an 
end? ; 
What things did the Irish suffer for their Faith? 


BPE ORS es 


13.—The Council of Trent. 


When matters of great importance have to be settled 
by the Church, the Pope summons a meeting of all the 
bishops in the world. It is called a General Council. 
One of the most famous of these General Councils was 
the Council of Trent. It began in 1545, and lasted till 
1563. 


It explained clearly what the Church teaches about 
the seven Sacraments, the Mass, Purgatory, Indulgences, 
and Saints; and it showed in what ways the founders of 
protestant religions were mistaken. It also made laws 
about marriage, education, and the priesthood. 


True Catholics then seemed to get a greater love for 
the Church than ever, and many bad habits were 
corrected. 


At that time, too, the Turks, who hated the Chris- 
tians, were getting very powerful, and it seemed as 
though they would become masters of Europe. But, in 
1571, helped by the Pope, ships from Venice, command- 
ed by Don John of Austria, were sent against the Turk- 
ish fleet, and the Turks were defeated at the Battle of 


‘Vise a awa ae fk NEA AY es er Re 
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Lepanio. While the fighting was going on, the Chris. 
tians in many places were saying the rosary and praying 
for help. To show their gratitude after the battle, a new 
title was given to Our Lady. It was Help of Christians 

Australians like to know this, because Our Lady, Help 
of Christians is Patroness of Australia. | ek, 


QUESTIONS. 
1. What is a General Council? 
2. What was done at the Council of Trent? ——— 
3. Why was Our Lady given the title, “Help of Christians’? . = 


¥ 


14.—Saints and Missionary Work. 


To make up for the harm done to the Church by 4 
those who left it to join new religions, there were great 
saints. While Luther was disturbing Germany, St. 
Ignatius Loyola, a Spanish nobleman, founded in = 
France a new order of priests called Jesuits. These q 
priests went into different parts of Europe preaching, _ 
_ teaching, working in hospitals, and writing books. They 

won. back many people to the church, and gave an ex- @ 
ample of holiness. One of them, St. Francis Xavier, went | 
to India, Ceylon, the East Indies, and Japan, and con- = 
verted many thousands to the True Faith. He has been @ 
made patron saint of Australia. Australia has two 
patrons, Our Lady, Help of Christians and St. Francis 
Xavier. : 


Later on, Jesuit missionaries, led by Father Mar. 4 e 
quette, went to America, and after suffering cruel treat. 
ment, converted the Red Indians. ae 


In Spain, St. Teresa, a Carmelite nun, made changes 
for the better in Carmelite convents. She was helped by 


St. John of God, a Carmelite friar; and the good done 
then has lasted to the present day. 3 
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MISSIONARIES DEPART FOR FOREIGN LANDS. 


t 


Many new orders of religious men and women were 
founded—the Ursuline Nuns, the Daughters of Charity 
(French), the Vincentian Fathers, and others. 

Thus the Faith spread widely, and brought peace and ~ 
joy to many hearts in far distant countries. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Who founded the Jesuit Order of priests? 
2. What do you know about (a) St. Francis Xavier? 
(b) Father Marquette? (c) St. Teresa? 


15.—The French Revolution. 


The selfishness of the rich and the books against 
religion, written by Voltaire and others, led to the 
French Revolution, in 1789. The king and queen were 
put to death, the rich nobles either escaped out of 
France or were put to death, priests and nuns were 
martyred, and France became a Republic. 
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Napoleon Bonaparte, when he came Into power, re-— 4 | 
stored religion in France. He afterwards fought against = 
the Pope, and took some of the part of Italy that was 
ruled by the Pope. But it was, later on, given back to — 7 
the Pope. : es 

As the schools had been destroyed during the Revolu- 
tion, new ones were badly needed. They were supplied 
by the De la Salle Brothers, the Marist Brothers, the 
Sacred Heart Nuns, and the Sisters of Notre Dame. Se 
Many other teaching orders were founded during the. am 
ninteenth and twentieth centuries; and French mission- 
aries carried the Faith to Canada, eastern Asia, and the _ 
Pacific Islands. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. What happened in 1789? 
2. To what places have French missionaries gone? 


16.—Troubled Europe. 


Up to the year 1871, Germany was made up of inde-. 
pendent kingdoms, grand duchies, and free cities. Ip 
1871, it became an Empire under the Emperor William 
I. Laws were passed against catholics, but these laws 


were done away with after the Great War of 1914 to 
1918. 


In 1933, Germany became a socialist country. It is 
now ruled by Nazis (the Nationalist-Socialist Party), 
under one head, Adolf Hitler. As the members of this 
party object to Christian principles, the Church in 
Germany is again suffering persecution. Austria, a 
Catholic country, was forcibly joined to Germany in 
1938; and the Church there is also suffering persecution. 


Communism goes a step further than Socialism, as far 
as this world’s goods are concerned. Communists want 
all goods and all the means of production (land, mach: 
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OUR HOLY FATHER POPE PIUS XII. 


inery, etc.) to belong to the State; but socialists are 
content to have only the means of production belonging 
to the State, and would let people own things. But all 
communists and all socialists object to the teaching of 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Communists have become the 
rulers of U.S.S.R. (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
formerly called Russia), and in those countries catholics 
are persecuted. Communists also stirred up Civil War 
in Spain, and tortured and killed thousands of catholics, 
‘including priests and nuns. But they were defeated, in 
1939, by General Franco’s army, and the Catholic 
Church is being set right there again. In fact, the people 
are more fervent and devout than ever. 


All Italy was not under the same government till 
1870. In that year, the Pope’s States were taken from 
him, and one king was put over all Italy. There was 
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trouble then between the King of Italy and the I op 
till 1929, when part of Rome was given over to the Po 
so that the Pope would be King of a small kin dom 
called Vatican City. This was necessary, because the 


a 


Pope is Head of the Catholic Church all over the world, 


and ought not to be subject to any king. 
QUESTIONS, 


1, Why are Catholics persecuted in Germany? 

2. Why are Catholics persecuted in U.S.S.R.? Fee, 
3. What does U.S.S.R. mean? : Stes 
4. In what year did the Pope become King of Vatican City ae 
50. Where is Vatican City? Se ee 


17.—North America. 


When Spanish and Portuguese explorers went to 
America, they took priests with them to convert the Red | 
Indians. Mexico was conquered by Spain in 1521, and 
churches and schools were built first in Mexico, and — 
afterwards along the west coast as far as San Francisco. _ 
San Francisco was called after St. Francis of Assisi, who 
lived in the thirteenth century. | a 

Mexico was a catholic country, governed by Spain _ 
till 1820. In that year, it became a Republic. Later on, _ 
catholics were cruelly persecuted. Since 1911, the Presi- 
dent has done all he could to stamp out religion alto- 
gether, but he has not succeeded. 5 


The Church was set up in the southern part of what E 
is now called the United States by Spanish missionaries, — 
and most of the early settlers in those parts were catho- | 
lics, but the settlers in other parts of the United States — 
were chiefly protestants. However, as time went On, a: 
great many catholics went there from Ireland and parts — 
of Europe, so that now there are a great many catholics — 
in the United States with their own schools and uni- — 
versities. see 
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_ Many Irish people have settled there, and in some parts 
of Canada nearly all the people are Catholics. 


oe QUESTIONS. 
1. How did San Francisco get its name? 


2. What happened in Mexico when it became a Republic? 


8 What do you know about the Church in the United States? 
- Jn Canada? 


48.—South America. 


The republics in South America were once places 
governed by Portugal or Spain; and some of the native 
Indians were taught to be Christians by missionaries, 
especially by Dominican, Franciscan, and Jesuit priests. 


In one part of South America, the Jesuits made a 
wonderful settlement of the natives, and taught them to 
live true Christian lives and to work at useful trades. 
But these happy people were attacked and their beauti- 
ful homes were destroyed. 


In another part of South America, there were thous- 
ands of negro slaves, who had been brought across the 
ocean from Africa. ‘The great Jesuit saint, St. Peter 
Claver, was kind to these poor slaves, and baptized great 
numbers of them. 


The descendants of Portuguese and Spanish settlers 
are nearly all catholics, but there are people in South 
America who work not for the Church but against it. 


The patron saint of South America is St. Rose of 
Lima. 
QUESTIONS. 
1. What do you know about St. Peter Claver? 
2. Who is the patron saint of South America? 
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19.—China and Japan. 


The first missionary to Japan was St. Francis Xavier. ~ 
When he left Japan to go to China, others took his & 
place. He never reached the mainland of China, for he @ 
died on an island near China. ‘ 3 


The Japanese were easily converted. They were bap- 
tized in hundreds, but in 1597 persecution began. 
Twenty-six catholics were crucified, a great many were 
tortured, and some were thrown into a volcano. Like the 4 
early Christians, they all met death bravely, though 
some were only little children. The Japanese were for- 
bidden to be Christians, and no one was allowed to | | 
teach them the Christian religion. This went on till — 
about the middle of the nineteenth century, when mis- 
sionaries were allowed to preach once more. These mis- 
sionaries were astonished to find thousands of people 
who had kept the Faith and handed it on to their a 
children from generation to generation, without any 
priest to give them the sacraments or to help or advise 
them. : 


They now have churches and schools and priests, but 
most of the people are still pagans. | 


The Christian religion has been taught in China and 
lost again more than once. We do not know when the 
first missionaries went there. For several centuries, no 
foreigners were allowed to live in China: but, about thes 
year 1600, there were missionaries there. Later on, many — 
Catholics were martyred. There are stil] many mission 
stations in China, and the nuns in charge of orphanages - 
baptize the unwanted babies and teach the little child- 
ren about God; but most of the Chinese, like the Japan- 
ese, are still pagans. 3 
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The Chinese and Japanese who are Christians are 
- yery devout, and some have become priests. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Who converted the Japanese? 
2. What happened to the Christians in Japan? 
3. What do you know about Christians in China? 


20.—Africa. 


St. Augustine was born in the year 354. At that time 
there were many Christians in the north of Africa, but 
some of them were wrong in what they believed. St. 
Augustine converted a great many to the true Church, 
and for a long time everything went well. 

But then the Saracens, from Arabia, destroyed the 
churches and put a stop to everything catholic. Nearly 
all the people in the north of Africa then became fot 
lowers of Mohammed. 
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But now, thanks chiefly to the Missionaries of Our 
Lady of Africa of Algeria (called White Fathers), not 
only the people in the north of Africa, but also the 
negroes and other races in other parts of Africa have — 
received the faith. Since 1868, more than a million and — 
a half Africans have been baptized by the White Fath ers, 
some of these have become priests. One is bishop” ~ 


QUESTIONS. 


1. What people destroyed the Church in the north of Africa? : 
2. What do you know about the White Fathers? = 


21.—New South Wales. 


When Captain Phillip, the first Governor of New 
south Wales, landed in 1788, he brought convicts and 
the soldiers who were to mind them. ‘There were no 
other white people in the whole of Australia. Australia 
was not even called Australia. All the western part was. 
called New Holland, and all the eastern part was called | 
New South Wales. The convicts worked all day, and 
were locked up at night. Neither convicts nor soldiers 
could be present at Mass or receive the sacraments, for 
there was no priest. : 


In 1798, there was fighting between Irish and English 
in Ireland, and some of the Irish were sent to New 
South Wales as convicts. Among them were three 
priests. One priest, Father Dixon, was allowed to cele- 
brate Mass. This he did for the first time on the 15th 
May, 1803; and the catholic convicts and soldiers had 
the happiness of being present at it. But, after about 
five years, he was sent back to Ireland. ee 


‘Then there was no Mass, and no sacraments could be : 
received, till Father O’Flynn came. This good priest 
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wanted to help the people in New South Wales, but he 
had not waited to get the British Government's permis- 
sion to work here as a priest. He used to meet the 
~ catholics at Mr. William Davis’s house. It was on 
- Church Hill, in Sydney, where St. Patrick’s Church 
~ now stands. There Mass was offered, and the sacraments 
were administered, until suddenly Father O'Flynn was 
arrested and sent away, because he had not received 
the Government’s permission to come. 


But the Blessed Sacrament had been left behind. ‘The 
priest had not been given time to go for It. The catho- 
lics kept a light burning before It, and prayed there 
fervently every day for about two years, trusting that 
God would in His own good time give them another 
priest. 


And so He did. In 1820, Father Therry and Father 
Conolly came. As they had the necessary permission, 
Governor Macquarie gave Father ‘Therry some land in 
Sydney on which to get a church built. Today, St. 
“Mary’s Cathedral stands there. Father Conolly went to 
Tasmania, and spent the rest of his life there, teaching 
convicts and others about God and His Church, and 
helping them to do God's holy will. 


These priests were followed by others. Father Ulla- 
thorne came in 1833, and Dr. John Bede Polding with 
five more priests, in 1835. In 1842 Dr. Polding was 
made an Archbishop. He lived in Sydney, and had 
charge of places far away in the bush as well as in the 
more settled districts. 


In 1838, Mother Mary Augustine Aikenhead, the 

, foundress of the Sisters of Charity in Ireland, sent five 
sisters to help the convict men and women in New 
South Wales. They managed to get better treatment for 
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convict women, and were allowed to prepare them for 
the sacraments. 3 , | 


¥ 


The Christian Brothers came in 1843. Later on, other 
religious (priests, brothers, and sisters) came. Churches 
and schools were built in many places. 


As Australia advanced, convicts were no longer sent 
here, gold was discovered, and people became prosper- 
ous. In the beginning, all the settlement was near 
Sydney, but afterwards people made their homes in 
other parts of Australia..One by one, parts were separ- 
ated from New South Wales, and given new names and 
power to govern themselves. eee 


“The Church spread rapidly. For a long time all the 
priests came from overseas, especially from Ireland. But 
many of the priests, brothers, teaching or nursing sis- 
ters, and enclosed nuns today are Australian-born. The 
Good Samaritan Sisters were founded in Sydney in 1857. 
Theirs was the first convent founded by Australians. 
Now every little town has its church and school, and 
the big towns have catholic orphanages, hospitals and | 
other institutions as well. | 


QUESTIONS. 


What do you know about Father Dixon? 

What do you know about Father O’Flynn and Mr. William 
Davis? | 

Who was our first Archbishop? 

When did the first Sisters arrive? 

When did the first Brothers come? 
What order of Sisters was the first founded by Australians? 


see 


O Om oo 


22.—Tasmania. 


Tasmania (then called Van Diemen’s Land) began 
as a convict settlement in 1803. It was not ruled by New 
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South Wales after 1825, but it had convicts long after 
New South Wales had refused to have any more. 

The Church began in 1821, when Father Conolly 
arrived. His first congregation was composed of only 
nine people, and he had to work hard among the con- 
victs and the poor free people to win souls to God. 


The first bishop, Dr. Willson came in- 1844. 
The faith has spread now over the Island. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Who was Tasmania’s first priest? | 
2. Who was the first bishop? : 


- 23.—Victoria. 


A few people went to live at Portland Bay in 1834, 
and about a year later a few went to live where Mel- 
bourne now stands. 


There was no Victoria in those days. The settlement 
was called the Port Phillip District, and it was part of 
New South Wales. 


The first priest sent to the district was the Rev. Father 
Geoghegan. He arrived from Sydney in 183u. 


The first bishop was Dr. J. A. Goold, who was ap- 
pointed in 1848. 


In 1851, the Port Phillip District was separated from 
New South Wales, gold was discovered, many new free 
settlers took up land, and the colony was named Vic- 
toria. The people soon became rich. 

Melbourne quickly grew into a big city; and the 
people were able to build beautiful churches and 
schools, not only in Melbourne, but also in Ballarat and 
many other towns. 


oe 
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- QUESTION ve es 
1. Who was Victoria’s first priest? 


2. Who was the first bishop? 


24.—South Australia, = 


South Australia was settled abou hes same time a 
Victoria, in 1834. For some years no priest lived ther 
Dr. Ullathorne sometimes went all the way oe Sydney : 
to offer Mass in Adelaide. 


By the year 1840, there were fifty catholics. Thee 


were all free settlers, for convicts were not sent to South 
Australia. 


In 1844, the first bishop was apeointed: Dr. F rancis cis 
Murphy. = 


In 1867, Mother Mary af the oe founded Pe ae 
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart. This was the 
second Australian religious order. There are many other > 
orders in Australia, but their founders were not 
Australians. 


South Australia had hard times in the Be aig but - 
now has many fine towns and beautiful churches. ae 
QUESTIONS. 


1. Who was the first bishop of Adelaide? eae 
2. What do you know about Mother aay of the Cross? eS 


25.—Western Australia. 


A few cae made their homes in Western Australia : 
in 1829. In 1843, Father John Brady arrived, and two. 
years later he was made a bishop. SP aaN Benedictine 


PRC a se i TN ne yen tt 
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priests took charge of the blacks and established a 
mission for them at New Norcia in 1846. ‘They have 
had great success both at New Norcia and at the 
_ Drysdale River Mission. 


The Pallottine Fathers, also, have missions for the 


blacks. Their chief house is at Beagle Bay. ‘The Sisters 


of St. John of God train the native women and girls and 
look after the sick. 


Western Australia is a big place. The priests have to 
travel long distances; but in the towns there are fine 


catholic hospitals, churches and schools. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Who was the first bishop in Western Australia? 
2. What has been done for the natives in Western Australia? 


26.—Queensiand. 


White people began to live in Queensland in 1824. 
Queensland was then known as the Moreton Bay Dis- 
trict, and was part of New South Wales. It did not 
become a separate colony till 1859. 

Father Therry visited the District and offered Mass in 
1838. One hundred and thirty people were present. In 
1843, Dean Hanly and Father McGinnety were sent to 
live there. The first bishop, Dr. James O’Quinn arrived 
in 1861. 

There are now a great many fervent catholics spread 
over Queensland. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Who was the first priest to offer Mass in the Moreton Bay 


District ? - 
2. Who was the first bishop” 
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27.—Northern Territory. 
As early as 1848, the Spanish priests tried to estabiiae 


4 


the Church in Northern Territory. ‘There were few S 


white people, and the blacks wandered about. 


Later on, Jesuit priests had a mission station on a 
reserve for blacks. 


In 1906, the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
took charge of the whole of this vast T erritory. They — 
look after the natives on Bathurst Island and Melville — 
Island as well as those in Northern Territory, and are. 
helped by Sisters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, who © 
care for little black children on Bathurst Island, and 
teach white as well as black children in Darwin and 


some other places. € 
QUESTION. | 


What priests and what sisters teach the natives on Bathurst 
Island and in Northern Territory about God? 


28.—New Zealand. 


The early settlers in New Zealand got their first 
bishop in 1831. His name was Dr. Pompallier, and he 
had charge of the islands in the Pacific as well as of the 
islands that make up New Zealand. He went to live in 
Auckland 1 in 1838. 


The natives of New Zealand are called Maoris. They 
fought against the white people. For that reason, mis- 
sionaries Pend it hard to get them to believe in Our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. But a good many did become 
catholics. 

Among white settlers, the Church grew as it did in 
Australia. Schools and churches, orphanages and catho- 
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lic hospitals were built; and priests and religious teach- 
ers are at work wherever there are souls to save. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Who was the first bishop of Auckland? 


2. What name is given to the natives of New Zealand? 


# 


29.—Australasia. 


- Over the whole Church in Australia, New Zealand, 
the Territory of New Guinea, and the islands of the 
Pacific near Australia, we have an Apostolic Delegate, 
appointed by Rome. He takes the place of the Pope in 
all except very,important matters. Our first Delegate 
was His Eminence Bonaventure Cardinal Ceretti, who 
was here from 1914 to 1917. 


Besides the churches, schools, hospitals, orphanages, 
and other institutions that you have already read about, 
there are many missions in the Pacific Islands. Many 
Islanders are catholics. Among them are native priests 
and native sisters. 


The Marist Fathers have eight big centres in the 
islands, each in charge of a Vicar Apostolic, who does 
what a bishop does in other places. 


The Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary live in 
many of the islands. They have hospitals as well as 
schools. 


ow QUESTIONS, 
1. Who is over the whole Church in Australasia? 
2. What do you know about missions on the Pacific Islands? 
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30.—The Church in Other Places. 

The Church is terribly persecuted in parts of . : 

and Asia. Since it began on the first Pentecost Sund 
it has always been hated by Satan; and there have 

martyrs right down the ages. Bae 


There have also been saints. 


If people fall away from the Church in one part of | 
the world, more come into it in another part of the 
world. All catholics are asked to’ join the Association, 
for the Propagation of the Faith or that of the Holy 
Childhood or the Society of St. Peter Claver (to help 
native priests). Ee sa 

Our Lord has promised that the gates of hell shall | 
not prevail against the Church. He has also promised | 

cerlasting happiness to all who are faithful to Him. 
““o him that shall overcome, I will give to sit with me | 
inny throne: as I also have overcome, and am set down | 
wii my Father in. His throne.” (Apocalypse IIL., De 


QUESTIONS. 


1. What are martyrs? ce 
2. What societies are all catholics asked to join? Why?) | 


~~ 


